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Romans iii. 83. 


And not rather as we be ſlanderonſly reported, and as 
ſome aſtrm that we ſay, Let us do Evil that Good 
may come of it, whoſe Damnation is juſt, 
HIS is one of our Political Days, in which we 
are oblig'd by the Laws of the Church and King- 
dom, and by the Injupttions of his preſent Ma- 
Jeſt, «whether we be ſuch as have the Cure of 
r © Souls, or any other Preachers or Readers' of 
* Divinity-LeCtures, to the uttermoſt of our Wit, Know- 
* ledge, and Learning, purely and ſincerely, without an 
Colour or Diſſimulation, to teach, manifeſt, open, and 
© declare, in our Sermons, and other Collations and Le- 
* ures, that all uſurp'd and foreign Power, foraſmuch as 
the lame has no Eſtabliſhment nor Ground by the Law 
of God, is, for moſt -juſt Cauſes, taken away and ablo- 
*liſhd ; and that therefore no manner of Obedience or 
_ *SubjeRion, within his Majeſty's Realms and Dominions, 
is due unto any foreign Power; but that the King's Pow- 
* er within his Realms of England, Schtland; arid" Ireland, 
© and all other his Dominions and Countries, is the higheſt 
Power under God; to whom all Men, as well Inbabi- 
| © tants, as thoſe born within the ſame, do, by God's Law, 
_ © owe moſt Loyalty and Obedience, afore and above all 
© other Powers and Potentates in the Earth, Can. 1. The 
Obſervation therefore of this Day, and keeping it as a 
Day of ſolemn Humiliation before God, on Account of one 
of the blackeſt and moſt barbarous Rebellions and Murders 
that ever the Sun look'd on, is what all piotis, prudent, 
ſincere, or real Chriſtians, as knowing what horrid Guik 
theſe wretched Nations have fo long groan'd under, ex- 
pet with Impatience, that at leaſt they may fo far unbur- 
| then their Souls, that hen that God, to whom Vengeance 
belongeth, ſhall make Inquiſition for Blood, the Guilt of 
that innocent Blood which was as on this Day ſhed, and 
this Occaſion bewatFd, never be laid to their Charge; 
ſuch Men love to hear of ſubwitting to every Ordinance of 
Man, for the Lord's Sake, whether it be to the King as ſupreme, 
or to Governors as thoſe who are ſent by him for the Terror of 
wil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them who do nell? For let 
the Prince be good or bad in 2 own Iemper, thoſe who 


—_— 


3 
_ ++, 
_—_— . 
A 
3 
2 =>, 
_- 
2 2 
N 4 8 
* * 
"a ' 
e <3 


_ themdt 


hens. 


— 


5 A Sex MON | preach'd on the 
do 111 will be afraid of him ; becauſe, how much ſoever 
he ſeems to favour them, he can, upon any ſudden Caprice 
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of his own, let looſe the Laws upon them, and cruſh them 


in Pieces; while every one, even a Tyrant himſelf, will 


praiſe them who do well: And tho, for what they call 


Reaſon of State, or, as they imagine, for the ſecuring, to 


themſelves their ill-gotten Advantages, they are under a 
Neceſſity. of: frowning on them, they cannot but ſet an 
high Elteem upon their Virtues, and wiſh, even when 
they take their Lives, that all their own Servants were 


ſuch as they, and their Names and their Memories are re- 


ficRted on with Bleſſings by ſucceeding Gencratiom. 


But on the other Hand, Rebels, Villains, Atheiſts, 


 Murderers, Out-laws, Men of deſperate Fortunes, Jeſuited 


Papiſts, Phanaticks of all Sorts, and Men of diſcontented 
and unquiet Spirits, hate to hear their dear Brethren in 
Iniquity reflected on, their old helliſh Doctrines and de- 
vilich Practices ripp'd up and laid open before the preſent 
Generation, leaſt our Britiſh Iſrael ſhould hear and fear, 
and recover their Wits, and not be perſwaded to do ſo 
wickedly as they have done, any more. Theſe Men can't 


bear the Doctrine of Mon- Re ſiſtance; they have been inur'd 


fa. Jong: to reſiſt and defy the Will and Counſel of God, 
and are o ready to abdicate him, that he may not any 


longer rule over them; that to talk of their Fidelity and 
Obedience to the beſt of Men, and the moſt rightful Go- 


vernors in the World, is to caft Pearls before Swine, and 


Hoh 7. hings to Degs; who, inſtead of growing the better 


for ſerious Admonitions, and nnanſwerabte Arguments, 


will, if they any Way can, turn upon you, and rend you. 


This, thoſe who have the Cure of Souls, and dare to diſ- 
charge their Truſt with Faithſulneſs and Courage, mult 


look for, but they muſt diſcharge their Duties reſolutely 


Rill ; they muſt ſubmit to be made the Songs of Diunk- 
ards, the Laughing-ftocks of Atheiſts, the Scorn of Re- 


publicans and Rebels, and the unqueſtionable Enemies of 
' thoſe who are given to change; and while the honeſt and 


abe; Part of the Clergy dehort People from Sedition, 


Faction, Inſurrectione, and Rebellions, whether ſuch 


Wietches or their Favourers take it well or ill, they 


fill diſcharge their on Conſciences, and leaye the Sons 


of Belial to periſh in their own Perverſeneſs, _ 
But ill Men, when they have nothing elſe to plead for 
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ſcandalous and damnable Practices, and when their Brains 
and Tongnes run not againſt the Men of real Conſcience; 
ſuppoſe they may come off at laſt, in the Opinion of the 
charitable and credulous World, by pretending that what 
they do, they do for the pablick Good; if they do that 


which is in it ſelf evil and unjuſtifiable, they do it only that 


Good may come of it; that is, they act like thoſe perjur'd 


Atheiſts who bring us in every Week, almoſt, an Account 
olf ſuch as hang, or ſhoot, or ſtab, or drown themſelnes, or cut 
their own Tkroats, being Lunatick, that they may procure Chri- 
ſtian Burial for the miſerable Self- murderer, and preſerve 
the forfeited Part of his Eftate for the Benefit of his Heirs 
and Succeſſors. And are not theſe brave and generous 
Souls with a Vengeance? Are not they like to have abun- 
dance of Tenderneſs for the public Good, who have not 


any for their own ? I know we have of late Years blotted 
a great many out of the black Catalogue of Sins, ſuch as 
curſing their rightful Sovereign, Rebellion, Murder, Hereſy, 


Sckiſm, Sacrilege, &c. and feditious Writings, and Inſi- 


nuations, and rebellious Practices, and Reſiſtance of the 


lawful ſupreme Power by Force of Arms, and Subjects 


neither fearing God, nor honouring the King, but delight- 
ing in tne Society of thoſe who are given to change, Cc. 


are look'd upon and difcours'd of as brave Actions; and 


Coercion and Abdication of Kings, are canoniz d and 


{anify'd as Virtues, and highly meritorious, even by 


Epiſcopal Hands. But whatever the Pope, by Virtue of 


the Plenarty of bis Power, may do, according to the Poſi- 


tions of the Canoniſtt, we are perſwaded that no private 
Judgment, built upon Hobbian or Atheiſt ical Principles, can 
make Virtues Vices, or Vices Virtues: And we are as 


_ throughly convinc'd, that we cannot, without the moſt 
extreme and damnäble Guilt, do thoſe Things, which 
| Scripture or common Senſe have declar'd to be ſinful, tho 
all the Prelates in Chriſtendom (ſhould take upon them to 
aſſoil us; cho we pretend never ſo ſeriouſly, that we do 
them only that Good, nay, that «niverſal Good may come 
of it. And this we ſhall endeavour to prove from theſe 
| Words of the Apoſtle, And not rather as we are flanderouſly 
reported, and as ſome ajprm that we ſay, Let us do Evil that 


Good may come of it, whoſe Damnation is juſt. 3 
Which Words have a very near Dependance upon what 

went before. St. Paul was employ d in preaching the Goſ- 

pel to the Gentiles, and, by God's Bleſſing op his Miniſtry, 


Multitudes 
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Multinndes mere daily added to the Church of Juch as ſhould bs 


ſav'd, The Jem were enrag d both at the Undertaking and 


at the Succeſs : The Apoſtle pleads ancient Prophefies, by 
which the Mieſſias was to be 4 Light to lighten the Gentiles, 


as well as to be the Glory of God's People, Uracl, The Fen- 
7/þ Sticklers charg'd St. Paul with little leſs than Lying, or 


giving falſe Interpretations of what the Prophets had deli- 


ver d; the Apoſtle ſuppoſes that the viſible Converſion 
of ſo many to the Acknowledgement of che true God, 
could not but tend much to his Honpur ; and if by his Lye, 


or by his unrighteous Practice in preaching to the Gentiles, 
Cod nas olorify'd, he aſſerted it muſt be very unreaſonable 


Hat be, or any of. his Fellow Labourers in the Goſpel, 
hould be condemn d or cenſur'd by the Fews. The Jews, 
tho! their chief Prieſts, and Scribes, and Phariſees rejected 


the Goſpel, and purſu'd St. Paul from Place to Place, that 


they might hinder his Succeſs ſo far as contradifting and 


Ulaſpleming, and raiſing Per ſecution ag ainſt him, could do it; 

yet becauſe the Temple of the Lord was among them, look d 

upon themſelves as more proper Objects of the Meſſiass 
Qnre, (if Jeſus was the Meſſias) than any other, ſince 


God e Name mas calld upon by them, he had committed his 
Oracles to them, they were in Covenant with him, and by 


_ the Confeſſion of their Feſus himſelf, Salvation was of the 
Jem. Since they then were the People of God, the Lot 


of bis Inheritanee, they muſt of Courſe be the holieſt, 


the moſt innocent, the fartheſt from treſpaſſing againſt the 
Laws of God, and conſequently the fitteſt Objects of 
divine Grace, beſides thoſe innumerable Promiſes made to 
their Tribes, that bis Birth, who was the promis d Meſſias, 
was to be from among them, and among them the King- 
dom of the Meſſias, when he came indeed, was to be firſt 


ſet up: But now, if the Apoſtles of this Feſus, whom 


they call'd the Meſſias, the Chriſt, the Son of David, the 
Saviour of Ifracl; if they, their Country-men, Partakers F 
of the ſame common Hope with them, could turn from | 
them, and beſtow their Labours upon the Gentiles, and 
the Gextiles were greater Sinners than they (the Lord's pe- 

culiar People) could poſſibly be, and yet the Grace of God 
was extended ſo largely to them, and the ſupposd Meſſias 
took ſuch extraordinary Care for their Converſion; then 
they, tho God's People, had cleans d their Hearts in vain, 
and waſh'd their Hands in Innocency ; in vain had they 


convers d daily with the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets ; 
N 88 in 
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ful to de. Evil, that, Good wight come it, it was evident 


in vain had they fludy'd, and with the greateſt Nicety ima- 
ginable, _ obſerv'd all the Ceremonies preſcrib'd from 


Mount Sinai, and endeavour d to keep the Command- 


ments written in the two Stone-Tables by the Finger of 
God himfelf, ſince the Gentiles, thoſe great Sinners, Crea- 


tures without the Knowledge of God, Strangers to the Covenant, 
and Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael; Creatures with- 


out God, without Hope, were become the Favourites of this 
pretended Meſſias, and therefore the greater Favourites be- 
ſauſe the greater Sinners; for it appear'd plainly to be a 
fundamental Maxim of the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, as St. Paul 


held it forth, that it was both religious and lawful to 40 
Evil, that Good may come of it; that the Gentiles by doing 
Evil, were ſo far from periſhing in that Evil, that they 
 fir'd, the better, and were the nearer Objects of Mercy for it. 


This Notion the Fexiſh. Prieſts, who were Enemies to 
the Goſpel, endeavour'd to propagate by all Means; and 


that Emil might be done, that Good might come of it, that 


Jen might ſin the more audaciouſly, that they might be 

i ung kava of divine Grace and Mercy, was a Sup- 
politiom {« | 

common: Sentiments of Mankind, that whoſoever ſhould 


o ſcandalous in it ſelf, and fo diſagreeable to the 


- 


ous, on that very Reaſon, to all the thinking World: This 
Maxim therefore they endeavour'd: to faſten upon St. Paul 


be found to eſpouſe ſuch a Maxim, muſt needs grow odi- 


in particular, as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and thro him 


on all thoſe who by his Preaching ſhould be converted to 


the Holy, Feſus. This malicious Imputation St. Paal vindi- 
cates himſelf and the converted Gentiles from; he does 
not deny but that they had been great and grievous. Sin- 


ners; that yet God had Mercy on them, and had call'd 


them Home to bimſelf by Jeſs Chriſt ; but that the Gen- 
tiles. were greater Sinners than the Jews, was what the 


Jews, with all their Pride and Self-conceit, could never 


prove. Thoſe are the greateſt and molt provoking Sin- 
ners, who have the beſt Means and Opportunity of know- 
ing the Will and Pleaſure of their Maker, and yet take 
no Care to obſerve it. Such Means the Jens had long and 
pur enjoy d, and yet had been perpetual and harden'd 

e 


bels: Such Means the poor Gentiles had wanted, and yet 


had kept themfelves. more within the Bounds of Virtue 


and Sobriety, than the Fews themſelves had; ſo that if any 
had acted upon that abominable Principle, that it was lan- 


theſe 
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theſe Rifl-necked Fems were the very Perſons ; but it Was 


the higheſt Scandal and Blaſphemy to fix it on thoſe who 
were converted to Chriſtianity among the Gentiles. 
The Jens, tho ſo great and inexcuſable 'S:nners, were yet 
ſo highly conceited of their own Righteouſneſs, that thoſe 


Who follow'd the Phariſaical Mode, claim d an Intereſt in 
the Meſſias, as of Right, without any Acknowledgement of 
their extream Demerits; whoſe Humour our Saviour re- 


reſented under the Perſon of the Her in the Parable, 
he Gentiles, conſcious of their own Unworthineſs, up- 


- on the firſt Approach of the glad Tidings of Salvation, 
came in with all Humility, and confeſs'd their Sins, and 


admir'd and adord the Tendries of Mercy made to 


them, and begg'd with the greateſt Earnelineſs and Im- 
portunity, that they might be admitted to it; and their 


Caſe was laid down under the Character of the poor hum- 


ble Publican : And were not theſe much more likely to be 
ü Kues than the others? Upon theſe Conſiderations our 

Apoſtle charges them who aſpers'd him, as preaching to 
the Gentiles, and the Gentiles as ſubmitting to that Goſ- 
pel which he preach'd, as acting upon that wicked Princi- 


ciple of doing Evil, that Good might come of it, with Blaſphemy ; 


for ſo the original Word in the Text properly {1gnifies, 
which we too ſoftly render ſlanderouſly : For Blaſphemy 
is ſpeaking falſely and. 1mpioully againſt either God 


or Man, eſpecially in any Thing that may reflect upon 


t the Glory of God, the Honour of Religion, or the Dig- 
_ © nity, the Reputation, or the Honeſty of any Man. This 
Blaſphenn is a Crime of the higheſt Nature, and which the 
malicious Tongnes and Pens of Men of irreligious, factious, 
and atheiſtical Perſons are every Day guilty of, and ſleep 
upon it as quietly as if they had drunk Opium, and were ne- 
ver to be awak d out of it, but by the Torment of Hell. Now, 


the Sum of what the Apoſtle aſſerts in the Text, is this, 


1. That whoſoever maintains it to be lawful to do Evil, that 


Good may come of it, is worthy of Damnat ion. 


21. That whoſoever imputes any ſuch Principle to the Do- 
ine of Chriſtanity, is guilty of damnable Blaſphemy. 

3. That whoſoever in any Caſe whatſoever acts upon any ſuch 

Principle, that Perſons Damnation is juſt, 235 


1. Whoſoever maintains that it, lawfwl to do Evil, that 


| Good may come of it, that Perſon maintains that it's 272 : 
jn ſome Caſes to do Evil, or to commit Sin; for Sin will be 


din, whatever the Motives to it may be, and Sin ip the Tranſ- 
Re n 
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greſſion of the Law; and the Wages of Sin is Death, Death e- 
ternal, as well as temporal; Therefore whoever would 
have us believe that it's lawful to do Evil, would have 
us believe it's lawful for us to damn our ſelves; and if he 
could prove it comfortable too, he may do Miracles. Be- 
ſides this, whatever the pretended Aim and Intention of 
the Agent may be, it's impoſſible that Good ſhould be 
the genuine and natural Conſequence of any evil Action 
whatſoever; ſo that it only argues the greateſt Folly in the 
World, for any to promiſe themſelves any good Conſequences 
from any of their unlawful Practices. It's tine, the infinite 
| Wiſllom of God can, and frequently does, bring Good out 
of Evil; but he hates the Obliquity of that Action; and 
therefore, when any Good follows upon a ſinful Action, 
| God does not approve the Action by Bleſſing it, as ſome fan- 
cy, but he alters the natural Tendency of it, and or- 
ders Matters ſo as? to convince the Agents of their ex- 
tream Folly in pretending to direct the Events of ſuch 
_- Things as are not in their Fower. r. 
2. Again, whoever imputes any ſuch Principle as That 
it's lawful to do Evil, that Good may come of it, to the Religi- 
on of Feſ#s Chriſt, that Perſon is guilty of damnable Blaſ- 
phemy, ſince he imputes a Principle inconſiſtent with the Na- 
ture of God, with the Reaſon of Mankind, and with what- 
ever bas any Repreſentation of ſerious Religion in it, be it 
true or falſe, and with that holy Religion, in the ſubmit- 
ting to which alone, ſince the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, Salvation can be obtain d. What thoſe Principles 
inſus'd with the rational Soul into Man, were too weak 
to do, viz. to ſecure him fully againſt the Violence of 
Temptation, which, while he had Enemies in the World, 
he was liable to, that the eæplicite Law of God, as given to 
Adam firſt, enlarg d to Noah after the Flood, and more 
fully laid before the Houſe of Iſrael in that Law given them 
ftom Sinai by the Hands of Moſes, as a Mediator, was 
| given to bling to paſs more effectually; and what the 
Moſaic Law ſail'd in, that the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt was in- 
tended to make up, that 4 compleat Rule, by which Men, o- 
beying it, might be able to ſtand againit all the Inſults 
of Hell, might not be wanting; which Rule, tho no Man 
in the preſent corrupt State of Nature can ever wholly 
come up to, yet, by that Rule, humbly and impartially 
conſider d, he may learn the Difference between Virtue an 
Vice, between Obedience and Tranſgreſſion, and muſt neceſ- 
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1 ſarily conclude that no Sin committed by him can be ex- 


cus d upon Account of any God, either private or publick, 

_ pretended to be aim'd at by Hin in the Doing, or is par- 
donable on any ſuch Plea; but only that it may be expi- 
| ated poſſibiy by ſhcere and hearty Rebentance of the Wicked- 
neſs committed, and by Faith in the Blogd of a ſuffering Savi- 
our; Which alone is able to cleanſe us from all Sin. But to 

impute fuch 4 helliſt Principle to the Doctrine of the Gol- 

pel, as if it either approv'd of, ot fo much as conniv'd at 

it, is ſuch nbror io Blaſphemy both againſt Chriſtianity, and 

the bleſſed Founder of that holy Religion, as is in it ſelf 

unpardonable, and con equently the Caſe of all ſuch as 

upon any ſuch Pretence, break any of the leaf of Chrilt's Com. 

mandmenti, andteach Men fo, maſt be deſperate. We ſee how 

| at our Saviour, in his Sermorr on the Mount, extends the 
Meaning of the Commandments. Every one who encoura- 
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ges the unthinking Part of Mankind to limit the Import of 
_  thofePrecepts to a narrower Compaſs,takes Pains to damn hin- 
elf & thoſe. who mind what he preaches, or reg ard what he writes. if 

3. But, when the Sophiſixy of athtifticat Wits prevails up- 

on any fo far as to make them conclude it lavful to do E- 

_ vil, that Good way come of it, and that the Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity does really allow of it, and conſequently the 
Perſon ſo perfwaded acts freely on ſuch a Principle, and 

makes over his Soul. to the Devil accordingly, for the common 

Good, the Dammation of ſuch 4 Wretch, tho the Arguments 
which brought him to it, be never ſo nice and intricate, uf Þ 

pee . be jut: As in the State of Nature, when Men! 

kept np Guard upon themſelves, when None reſtrain d the © 
Man, But wild thro' Woods the noble Savage ran, as the pions* ⁵ 
Poet Bas it, and fo was frequently over-power'd, knockd Þ 
oth Head, and it may be eaten clandeſtinely,by a ſtronger 
Savage of his own Kind, tho it was a very wicked Thivg 
for a Man to murder a Man when there were fo few of 
them in the World; yet certainly it was a brave and ge- 
 nerovts Picce of Villany, for Cain to murder his own Bro- 
ther; which Circumſtance wonderfully enhaunc'd the Glo- 
ry of the Action, tho' without all Queſtion he was dam d 
for ever for his Pains, becauſe it oblig'd Men the more 
powerfully to form to themſelves proper Schemes of Go- 
vernment, and diſtingufſhing themſelves into Superior: and 
Thferitrs, Magiſtrates and Sabjetts, as neceſſary for common 
Security; ſmce without ſome coercive Laws to prevent * 1 
33))ßFFCCCCC err Brother 
Pute of Devonſhire, ae. N 
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Brother might murder Brother very innecently to the End 


of the Chapter: And was not the Benefit of Civil Govern- 


ment ſo great, as might deſerve to be purchas d at the Price 


of a-thouſand ſuch Souls as that of Gin? And are not the 


Order of Cainites, or wilful and bloody Murderers as Cain 
was, kept up at this Day at an inconceivable, Expence of 
Lives and Souls, in ſpite of Government? 


Such another -heroick Villain was Judas the Traytor : 


Had not the Son of God made Man, been cracify'd,, he 


could not have dy'd that Death which antient Prophefies 


had doom d him to: Had he not been betray d by one of 
bis own Family, he could not have been cracify'd ; Had he 


not been cracify'd, and ſo dead and bury'd, the guilty World 


mult have periſh'd without Remedy. Now, when it was 


ſo hard to find one wicked enough in our Lord's Family to 
betray him, that the Devil could meet with but one Boſom 
great enough to receive him, and that of Judas Iſcariot, whole 


Intrepidity equal'd that of the gteateſt General before a 
Battle: Was it not brave in him to venture upon the al- 


moſt unparallell'd Action? Judas had been Partaker of 


his heavenly Inſtructions long; had ſeen thoſe Miracles 


evidencing his divine Nature, beyond all Expectation, with 
his own Eyes; he had eaten of his Maſter's Bread; had Iiv'd 


under the irreſiſtible Protection of his gracious Power; 


and had carry'd. himſelf ſo ſmoothly in his Truſt, that 
. tho' his Maſter (who knew his, Heart) ſaw the Devil in 
him, his fellow Diſciples had no Suſpicion of him. In 
-: ſhort, tho Judas had all the Obligations to Fidelity which | 
. the beſt of Maſters could lay upon the molt deſerving of 


Ministers; yet, rather than the periſhing World ſhould be 
undone for, want of « ſufficient propitiatory Sacrifice to di- 


vert the Fury. of immenſe; Juſtice, Judas broke thro all 


Obligations, and all Conſiderations whatſoever, cancell'd 
with his own Hands all the Bonds of Honeſty and Eideli- 


ty, and boldly put his Soul into the Hands of the Devil, 
that he as far as poſſible might contribute in his Way to 


the Redemption of, Mankind. It's true, that to tarniſh 
the Glory of his Atchievement, Muhammed would not 


| have his Followers believe that God would permit ſo holy 
4 Perſon as the bleſſed Feſus, to be murder'd by ſo inconſi- 
derable and fo ungrateful a People as the Fews were. And 


{ome among our ſelves. would abate of the Greatneſs of 
Judas: Merit, by denying that the holy Feſus was God as nell 
«a Man; and, it may be, Pear themſelves as Ingh 1 — 
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their own denying the Lord who bougit them, as thoſe who 


made a Saint of Fudas for His Treaton, did their Maſter 


for his prodigious Enterpriſe; Fudas in his Zeal for the 


ablick Good, forgat the Caſe of him who ſhould betray 
1m, viz. That it would have been better for him if he had 
never been born; which carry'd with it a terrible Innaende. 
And thoſe, that they may ſet off divine Mercy and their 
own great Senſe with the more Advantage, can't believe 


either that God had any Son coequal and coeternal with him. 


| Jel's or that, 1f he had, there was any need that he (hould 
take human Nature upon him, to ſuffer in it for the Sins of 
Mankind. Now, to fave Mankind, and to ſalve God's 
| Honour too, without the Suffering of the Son of God, 
and to be ſure that the Son of God ſhould be fairly put 
into the Hands of Sinners, that he might die for Mankind, 


tho they ſeem to be ver) different Deſigns, yet ſince they 


both ſeem to tend ſo much te the Good of the Publick, tho 
carry'd on by never ſo wicked Mays, mult not, according to 
ſome Mens Principles, be evil ſpoken of. 
has been one of the beſt Pleas that has been made for that 
monſterous Rebellion on which was ingrafted the barbarous and 
unnatural Murder of the moſt truly pious and excellent Prince 
who ever ſwayd the Scepter of theſe Kingdoms : For tho we 
have theſe barefac'd Villains, who will defend Rebellion and 
Marder at any Rate ; who will make every ſingle Perſon 
a competent Judge of the Demerits of the ſupreme Go- 


vernor, and of any Encroachments on the fundamental Con- 


ſtitutions of theſe Kingdoms; and if they are but Cowards 
enough to ſee the Deſtruction of the whole Nation coming 


on at 500 Years Diſtance, (for Cowardiſe and a guilty 


_ Conſcience go a great Way to build up a cruel and an an- 
merciful Rebel, or a Defender of thoſe who are and have 
been ſuch) or Knaves enough to ſcare others out of their 
Wits with the Apprebenſions of ſuch approaching Evils 
as they don't believe one Word of themſelves, and tbere- 


fore pretend to make the Depoſition and Murder of lan] 


 Jovereign Princes, not only lawful, but meritorious; and tho a 
long Litt of Rebellions and Inſurrections, either in Heathen 


or Criſtian Countries, be thought a very good Evidence that 


our Fore-fathers were abſolute Strangers to Religion and 


common Honelty, and an Induction of numerous Particu- 


lars of the fame kind, be a ſufficient Juſtification of the De- 
poſit ion and Murder of Charles the Martyr, or the Abdication 


Ibo Lawfulneſs of doing Evil, that Good may come of it, 
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or Excluſion of any of his lawful Deſcendants ; yet we 


have ſome who have Cnſciences, and have founded their 
better Notions upon the plain and unwreſted Dictates of the 
infallible Word of God; who cannot be perſwaded, but 
that in all Rebell ions there are abundance of ſcandalous Sins 
committed by the rebelling Party, and thoſe ſo notorious 
and inexcuſable, that it's impoſſible to defend them: And 
ſuch as theſe can never be ſatisfy'd, unleſs it can be prov d, 


that where 4 great and good End is really propos d, Chriſtianity 
allows us to go to the Devil for Means to attain it; and that 


thoſe brave Souls deſerve well of their Country, and ought 
to be gratefully commemorated for Patriots, and if a good 
Opportunity be ofter'd, to be fainted, who fairly and freely 


ſell themſelves to the Devil for God's Sake, or to obtain thar 


which they call the Pablick Good. 5 
Now, that a great and good End was by the Rebels of 
41 propos'd to themſelves, and which tended extremely to 
the Good of the Publick, is what is pleaded for them by 


Men of the ſame Principles at this Day; and they thin 
they may jultly pretend to be extraordinary Promoters of 
the common Good, who couch'd all their Complaints under 


theſe three very popular Heads, the Danger of Religion as 
reform'd from Popery in theſe Nations, the arbitrary 
Encroachments upon the Liberties of the People, and their 
Properties; three the deareſt Things, to Engliſh-men eſpeci- 
ally, that can be thought of. That Charles the Martyr Was 
a tyrannical Invader of every one of theſe, was the Charge 
laid againſt him by the mercenary Trumpeters of Sedition in 
theſe Days, and urg'd as ſufficient Grounds for their for- 
cible Oppoſition to their lawtul Sovereign, and all the 
dreadful Conſequences of it; we'll conſider each of them 
briefly and irapartially. „ de prars 
I. Religion, as founded on the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, is 
the molt precious Jewel that any People or Nation can be 
bleſs d with: This Religion had, by the wonderful Good- 
neſs of God, been planted in this particular Nation very 
early, and if not 0 an Apoſtle, which is very probable, 


yet certainly by Apoſtolical Men, and Britain had its Mar- 


tyrs and Confeſſors to adorn the Diptychs of the Church. 


[: This pure and undefil'd Religion, as firſt planted among 


us, Was, in a long Courſe of Years, diſturb'd by Arianiſm, 
infected by Pelagioniſm, and overwhelm at latt, tho' gra- 
dually, by the ſuperſtitious Uſurpations and abominable Idola- 
zry of the Church of Rowe But God, in his own Time, 
a | / Was 5 
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was pleas' d to reſcue us from Popiſh ldolatry, as he had done l 
from that of Paganiſm before; and to rai ſe up Men of in- t 
comparable Courage and Piety, who, without breaking 1 2 
in upon that Form of Government which our Saviour and 0 
bis Apoſttes had appointed in his Church, laid open the I 
Errors and Abuſes of the Synagogue of Rome, furniſh d us t 
with ſuch a Liturgy as Was proper to retrieve the Spirit of 6. 
ſincere and primitive Devotion and Holineſs; and took ( 
Care that the pure and uncorrupted Doctrine of the Goſ- 0 
pel ſhould be preach'd, by Perſons lawfully  commiſſuon'd, in t 
every Quarter of the Land. The Dawn of ſuch a Refor- fo 
mation appear d in the Reign of ' Henry the 8th, we en- 8 
joy d a clearer Light of it under Edward the 6th. The Sky a 
was clouded for a while under his unhappy Siſter Mar), 2 
but ſhone out again with an invidious Luſtre in the Days t 
of Queen Elizabeth, his other Siſter, in the peaceable Reign h 
of James the 1ſt, and in that of Charles the it, of bleſſed MW 
Memory, with a yet more vigorous Brightneſs, the un- t 
feigned Piety and Devotion of the Sovereign giving a new fi 
Liſe to declining Piety, and exciting every ſincere Chri- [1 
ſtian to a cheerful Imitation. This was the State of Tnings - 
zj 8 
That Religion thus reform d, ſhould be valu'd above all b 
Things in this World, was highly reaſonable. The Prince, 5 
in the Event, provd himſelf throughly prepar'd to Die a 1 2 
Martyr for it; nay, and I have heard a zealous Puritan de- n 
clare, that he did not doubt but that that violently perſe- . 
cuted Arch-biſhop Land, however charg d with Ppiſh In- I 


clinations, would have burn d at a Stake, rather than bare te 
been reconcil'd to the Church of Rome. And we have ve- tf 
i good Aſſurance, that many of the'Biſhops. and inferiv te. 
. Clergy of that Age, were in the ſame Sentiments : That the ii 
Nation in general look d on themfelves, on account of p. 
the Nature and Compleatneſs of our Reformation, and ſt 
the numerous Securities of Law for its Protection, as more a 
happy than any of its Neighbours, is not to be wonderd u 
at; but true Love to Chriſtian Religion conſiſts not ſo Þ wy 
much in giving it good Words, as in living according to A 
its Preſcriptions, Popery, as contradiſtinguiſh'd from .. 8 
1 corrupted Chriſtianity, was a King- killing,  King-depoſing, re. v 
bellious Religion, and ſo repreſented to us by all the tue ſe 
| Friends of the Reformation; and under that Character was te 
jultly expos'd to the Hatred of every good Chriſtian W te 
Our Reformers taught Loyalty, Fidelity, and Submiſſion 5 0 | ot 
| ' | | | fan. RE. 
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larſal Governors, to the Froward: as well as to the Gentle, to 


the Papiſt as well as to the Enemies of Popery, to the Bad 
48 well as to the Good; and when they compos'd their ex- 


cellent Homilies of Obedience to Governors, and against Rebel- 
lien, they as little thought that thoſe Homilies.thould come 
to be read backward, as they tell us Witches ſay their Pray- 
ert, as St. Paul could fuppoſe any who call'd themſelves 
Chriſtians, would preſs his Diſcourſe in the 13th. Chapter 
of the Epiſtle: to the Romans, to defend Rebels, and main- 


tain the Doctrine of Reſitance. And ſuch Loyalty as our 


firſt Reformers taught, and as they practis d both under Hen. 


$th and Q. Mary, was the true diſtinguiſhing Teſt between 


a real Papiſt, by what Name ſoever he calls himſelf, and a 
faithful Son of the re form d Church of England. That Charles 
the 1ſt was an Enemy to our reform d Religion, and that 
he deſign'd to-introduce Popery and Arminianiſm, was the 
Cry of thoſe Days, and Arminianiſm is till as near a- kin 
to Popery as it was then; and to prevent theſe fatal De- 
ſigns, it was neceſſary for ſome to do Evil, and juttly to 
incur Damnation. 1 


2. As for the Liberties of the People of theſe Nations, 
they are ſuch old Cuſtoms and Uſages, as have ſome of them 


been deriv'd from the ancient Britains, ſome from the Ro- 


mans when they had Footing here, ſome from the Saxons, 
and ſome, it may be, from the Danes, while they predo- 


minated, and which (being very agreeable to the vulgar 


Humour, and tending much to the ſecuring of Peace, and 
Determination of Right) the Norman Conqueror thought fit 


to indulge and continue. Some of thele Liberties were 
fuch as were granted by Princes, who having u0 good Title 
to the Crown, purchas'd the Favour of the People by part- 
ing with ſome of the Pretogatives of it; as Hen. iſt, Ste- 
pren, John, Hen. 4th ; and theſe, continu'd by long Cu- 
ſtom, are generally known by the Title of Common Lam, 
and, it may be, were particularly referr'd to in Magna Charta 
under the Name of Lex Terre. Some of theſe Libertics were 
wrelted out of the Hands of the Sovereign by Force of 
Arms, by the rebellious Barons, not Engliſh, but French: 
Such were the Charta de Forreſta, and the Magna (Charta, 
Which have ſince been confirm'd, the latter eſpecially, by 
ſeveral Kings in numerous Acts of Parliament; the Fer- 


ters put upon the Hands of Kings; by which great Char- 
ter making them leſs able to oppoſe the Encroachments of 
the Court of Rome, and the ſuſpicious Party, who pretended 


wonderfully 
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wonderfully to fear Tyranny and arbitary Government, being 
always ready to join with the Pope and his mott zealous 
Dependants againſt the Crown, the Anathema's of the Church 
were frequently thunder'd out againſt all Infringers of the 
great Chartar in a very ſolemn Manner, by the Arch. bi- 
ſhops and their Suſfragan Biſhaps of this Kingdow. By which 
Means, the Court of Rome being like to engroſs all tempo- 
ral Power among us, and even to excommunicate and de- 
poſe Kings in Ordine ad ſpiritualia, our Popiſh Princes, with 
the three Eſtates in Parliament, were oblig'd to make thoſe 
famous Statutes of Proviſors and Præmunire, tho not with- 
ont ſome Difficulties from the Clergy ; which, tho' not 
very ſtrictly obſerv'd, did yet put ſome conſiderable Check 
to the Papal Power and Uſurpations. But as the Immu- 
nities of the great Charter were gotten by rebellions Force at 
firſt, ſo they have proſper'd accordingly ; the Liberties of 
the Church having been entirely ſlighted, which thoſe Ana- 
thematiſing Biſhops were ſo careful of; tho' they are the 
firſt Things promis d to be maintain'd in the great Charter, 
and every particular Article in it relating to the Lay-Sub- 
ject, being, as we all know, broken thro every Day. A- 
gain, ſome of the Subjects Liberties in this Kingdom have 
been founded upon peculiar Statutes, ſuch as the Petition of 
Right, and the Act for Triennial Parliaments, paſs d in the 
Reign of Charles iſt, and the Habeas Corpus, and the Tri- 
ennial Parliament Act renew'd of late Years, and kept as 
ſtrictly as moſt of the Articles of Magna Charta. Now, it's 
not to be doubted that thoſe Liberties, when obtain'd, and 
once legally and freely confirm'd, were highly valuable to 
Engliſb- men; to endeavour to ſecure and tranſmit them 
to our Poſterity in a regular and chriſtian Way, is very 
commendable. Charles the 1/t, of bleſſed Memory, was charg d 
with Encroachments upon them; whether it was lawful 
to do Evil, that theſe Liberties, which were certainly good, 
might be retriev d, and whether thoſe who pretended to 
retrieve them, did not take wicked Courſes for that, is 
the Conſideration before u. bot 
3. The next Thing, that the Subjects of England make a 
great Noiſe with, is what they call Property. Now, 
Property, as we commonly underſtand it, according to 
Cowel, * is the higheſt Right that a Man hath or can have 

© to any Thing, and no Way depending upon any other 
Man's Courteſy ; and this, ſays that Author, none in our 
© Kingdom can be ſaid to haye in any Lands or Tene- 
MINT | „ ments, 
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ments, but only the King in the Right of his Crown, 
© becauſe all the Lands throughout the Realm are in the 


Nature of Fees, and hold either mediately, or immedi- 


* ately from the Crown. This Word, nevertheleſs, is us d 
for that Right in Lands and Tenements that common 
Perſons have, becauſe it importeth as much as utile Do- 


minium, i. e. as a Right to all the Profits ariſing from 


© ther ce, tho not Directum, or an abſolute and independent 
* Right, * So that indeed every Man's Property conſiſts 
in thit Right he has to or in his Wife, or Children, or 
Servants, whom no Man can take from him, or appropri- 


ate to himſelf, according to Law; or to his Houſe, which 


is therefore call d his Caſtle; or his. Lands, Goods, or Chattels, 
which, being capable in his own Perſon to do, he 
has by a juſt and lawful Title purchas d or inherited from 
his Anceſtors, and that with to good S:curity, that the 
Sovereign himſelf cannot deprive him or his of it, unleſs, 
by ſome ill Managament of himſelf, he incurs a Forfeiture 

of them by Law. Now, this is ſuch a Priviledge as the 
Subje& cannot pretend to under abſolute and. arbitraiy 


Governors, ſuch as are the Monarchs of 7 urky, Perſia, Indo- 

ſane, China, or nearer home, the French Kings, the German Em- 
perors in their hereditary Dominions, and all the Sovereign 
Princes in that ſpacious Country, as the Kings of Pruſſia, 
Dukes of Bavaria and Saxony, Dukes of Hannover, Palatines 


of the Rhine, and Landgraves of Heſſe, &c. This Right, or 
real Property to and in what they poſſeſs, - doubtleſs adds 
very much to the Felicity of Engliſh Subjects; it lays an 
extraordinary Obligation upon them to be ready to ſerve, 
and aſſert the Rights of their [awful Princes cheerfully and 


- faithfully, ſince it is by their Grants and Condeſcenſions, and 


under the Protection of their Laws, that they enjoy this Pro- 


perty in what they have, againſt all the Encroachments 


and Violences of their fellow Subjects; every one's Right 
to meum or tuum, is determin d in his Courts, and Juſtice 
done to every one according to his rig:rful Pretenſions, un- 
leſs the Ignorance, Partiality, or mercenary Humour of the 
Judges prevent it, where this Right or Property is illegally 
violated, and fuch Violations too were charg'd upon the 
Martyr of this Day. To re- aſſert and re- ſettle this Property, 


is doubtleſs what tends to the publick Good; to do it in 


juſt and regular Methods, argues the Perſon who attempts 
it, a Man of a brave and publick Spirit, a true Patriot, a 
lincere Lover both of his IG and Country ; but w — 
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ther for the Attainment of this Good, it bi lawful to do Evil, or 
t a Sin of any Kind, requires a farther Diſqui- 
(ͤᷓçʃ7tẽꝶ OT 

We ſee then, that to juſtify, to ſtand by, and regularly, 
and, as Chriſtians, to maintain our holy Religion, as reform d 


from Popery; to value it above all Things in this World, 


and to be ready to lay down our Lives; to part with every 
Thing that's near and dear to us, our Souls only excepted, 


in Defence of it, is very good ; to ſtand by, and indicate 
thoſe jaſt Liberties and Privileges which have been deliver d 


_ down to us by our Predeceſſors, according either to Com 


aon or Statute Lam; and to ſet a juſt Value upon the gra- 


ciqus Condeſcenſions of our lawful Sovereigns, and, that 


for the Sake of the Donors, is very good; to juſtify, and 
defend our own, or our fellow Subjects real Properties in 


bat they poſſeſs under che Protection of the King's Laws, 
and according, to his Laws, fo that we, or they, may not, 
by Fraud or Violence, be robb'd or diſpoſſeſs d of them, 
all this is very good too; it's what all good Chriſtians, all 
gos Subjects, all Divines of Fudgment and Sincerity, all Sages 


of the Law, who undertiand the Cuſtoms and Uſages of their 


Country, who make it their Buſineſs and Intereſt to pro- 
mote ſuſtice and Equity; nay, what all goodand ſober Men will 

_ at all Times commend, and vindicate, as there is Occaſion : 
But, now, where a Charge lies againſt any Man, jutily or 
unjultly, that he aims at, or endeavours the Deſtruction 
_ of the refarm d Religion, and introducing Popery, Arn inia- 
niſm, or any. other Error or Innovation whatſoever , 
there thoſe Perſons, who pretend to redreſs that Evil, mult 


be Perſons of real Conſcience, ſteady and unalterable in their 
religiaus Principles; ſuch as will neither be influenc'd by 


profeſs d Papiſts, nor by Roman Prieſts or Feſyits in Clukes, 
or plain. aud ſhort Cravats ; they mult be ſuch as are 2ca- 
A cus Upholders of the preſent Conftitution and Government 

aof the Church, both in their Perſons, and in Heir Interſts, 

ho wont be perſuaded out of any one Point of I ruth, in 
Favcur of a Party, tho' never 10 numerous or thieatening, 
or of their Leaders; they muſt be Enemies to Libertines, 
Men of atbeiſfical or profane Humours, to Sacrilege, or to a 
crepe Conterapt of, and Indifferency in Religion; the: redrel- 
ſing of Grievances in Religion, when honettly. and lawtully 
undertaken, is God's Work ; and we may reaſonably expect 
at ould proſper in ſuch Hands as 1 have mention'd, and 
15705 | 2 Again; 
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Again: Thoſe who take upon themſelves, as Patriots, to 
defend aud ſupport the Liberties of their Brethren, as they 
charge thoſe, againſt whom they move with Oppreſſion and 
Tyranny, they mult take the utmoſt Care never to encroach 
upon any of thoſe Liberties themſelves; none but Hp. 
crites and Impoſtors will be guilty: themſelves of thoſe = 
Crimes, for which they condemn and inveigh againſt o- 

thers ; thoſe who are true Lovers of their Country, and 


pretend highly to the removing of Grievances, of extraor- 


diriary T axcs and Impoſitions, which, to be ſure, are the 
greatelt and heavielt of all other Grievances, as invading 


deeply, and at once all, both the Liberty and Property of the 


Subject, muſt let their fel low- Subjects ſee nothing but ſe- 
rene and ſun- ſhniny Weather; they mult eaſe them of that 
Yoke which the Tyranny of others had laid upon their 
Necks; for, it can never put People into a good Hu- 
mour, or convince them of the Integrity of their Deliverers, 


if they make their own little Fingers heavier than the ſup- 
pos d Tyrants Loiris ; or, if they whip thoſe with Scorpions, 


whom the depos'd or abdicated Prince only chaſtisd with 


Rods. It would not be Prudence, ſhould a Dutch or 


French Privateer take one of our Merchant Ships, or burn 


ſome little Village or Gentleman's Seat upon the Coaſt, 


preſently to raiſe a mighty Army, and equip, and put to 
Sea a Fleet of fifty or ſixty Men of War, to burn and de- 


ſtroy all they could come at, in Revenge of the Injury, 
when, it may be, the Envoy Reſident might, in one ſhort 
Conference, get entire Satisfaction for the Damage; ſuch 


a Zeal might have a Shew of Kindneſs to the ſuflering Gen- 
tleman, or innocent Villagers; but it would be fuch a 
Redreſs of a private Injury, as would in a little Time undo 
the Publick : Such Politics are inexcuſable in thoſe who 
ſet up for Patriots, and all thoſe wha, make the juſteſt 


Complaints of the Infringement of their Liberties, may 


more juſtly beg of God, that he would deliver them from 
ſuch Deliverert: The Fable tells ns what the Horſe got by 
begging the Man's Aſſiſtance againſt the Hart; and fuch' 
Counſels very ſeldom ſucceed better. , e 
Farther yet: Thoſe who ſet up to reſcue the Property of 


their fellon- Subjects, muſt be ſine to be Men of very clean 


Hands themſelves, who have no Eye to any private Profit 
or Advantage of their own, but only to the Good of the 


Publick, and the Safety of their Brethren; they muſt be 
able to make ſuch Challenges to all the World, as Moſes, 
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and as Samuel did to the People of Iſrael, when Corah and 
his Company would needs uſurp both the Priefthood and the 

_ Givil Government; and, when Iſrael, weary of God's more 
immadiate Government, would needs have 4 Ring, like 
their neighbouring Nations, to po in and out before them, whoſe 

Honour ſome very great Men, both among the Greeks and 
Romans, ſeem to have been very emulous of. The Griping, 
Kapacity, and Selfi/hneſs of the great Officers of an Imperial 
Oourt, are commonly very notorious, and very ſcandalous, 
While they take Care only to enrich themſelves, and to 


make their Maſters and the Publick Beggars. None can 


jaftly find Fault witli ſuch as complain of ſuch intolerable 
Abuſes; and they who ſpeak, and who petition the 
 Thizone againſt them, certainly do well; but when thoſe 


who pretend to mourn over the ſuffering Publick, and to 


complain of a preſent Miniſtry, have no other Deſign, but 
to undermine and expoſe / em, that they them ſ v may get 
their Places, and have an Opportunity of fleccing the Pub- 
lick, as well as their Predeceſſors, 2nd to build up their 
on Fortunes and Fumi ies upon the Runis of their Coun- 
try; ſuch are Traytors, and more ſo than thoſe whom they 
accus d before, to their Country and their Sovereign ; and 
a2 Nation, if they can but think a little, muſt needs know, 
that à Swarm of hungry Flies will ſuck the running Sore 
more eagerly than thoſe who have ſatiated themſelves by 
long feeding on it before. Men of this Temper, who 
ſtudy nothing but to engroſs that to themſelves, the Uſe 
of which they grudge to others, are no Patriots, no good 
Commonwealths Men, nor Friends or Guardians of the 
Property of the SubjeR. . . 


Now, where theſe great and popular Undertakers, who, 
like ambitious and rebellious Abſalow: or Feroboam, (WhO 


pretended . ſo much to eaſe the People of Iſrael from the 
Burthens laid upon them by David and Solomon) will ſet 
up for more 'zealous Parrons of Religion, Liberty, and Proper- 


ty, than either their lawful Princes, or the beſ# inclin'd of 


their fellow: Sybjetts. The Means they make uſe of to com- 
paſs what they pretend to, muſt be more curiouſly en- 
quir'd into; and what the Patriots of Forty One made uſe 


of to repreſs the Popiſh and Tyrannical Inclinations of Charles 


the firſt, of bleſſed Memory, were ſuch as theſe. 


1. They rais d rebellious Arms againſt their King; and 
when they acknowledg'd the Power of the AMilitia in theſe 


been 10 be weſied in the Ning ang, by the fande, 
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mental Laws of our Conſtitution, they yet, contrary to all 
Law and Juſtice, wreſted that Power out of his Hind ; 
took upon them, by their own Authority, i. e. without any Au- 
thority at all, to put the Kingdom into à Poſture of Defence, 
as they call'd it, not againſt any foreign Invaders, (for none 
of their Neighbours were in a Condition to give them 
Diſturbance) but againſt the % Conſtitution-Pomer of their 
rightful Sovereign, whom ſome of the leading Factioniſts in 
that unhappy Aſſembly, had fore-reſolv'd to provoke to the 
utmoſt; and therefore made ſuch early Proviſion againſt all 
Events, that they concluded, with Probability enough, 
that they ſhould eaſily cruſh any Oppoſition he could make 
againſt them at once, and quickly render him only a lifes 
leſs Image of Authority, if they ſpar d his Life. Theſe great 
| Things were not to be done at an Inſtant, as they very 
well knew; the Piety, Prudence, and admirable Temper of 
the King, had made his Character too great to be over- 
thrown with a ſingle Blaſt. This, therefore, they endea- 
vour'd to blacken as faſt as they could; and, in hopes of 
ſome Advantage againſt him, by his Refuſal to redreſs them, 
they laid all their Grievances, with their utmolt Aggrava- 
tions, not without a notable Mixture of Romance and Ficti- 
en, in the rougheſt Terms, before him, and before the 
whole Nation, that tbey might render that excellent 
Prince odious to his People; under whoſe Government, in 
ſpite of all the Miſmanagements or Exceſſes charg d upon 
it, they had liv'd for many Years in ſuch Peace and Plenty, 
as they had never enjoy'd before nor ſince. But that good 
je King redreſs d their Grievances ſo faſt, and ſo freely, that 
| the greater Number of that Parliamentary Aſſembly were 
entirely ſatisfy'd ; they knew not what to deſire more, 
they had diſcharg d the Truſt committed to them by their 
* Principals, and ſuppos d they might have return'd Home, 
eſpecially when they had ſecur'd Triennia! Parliaments, 
with the Favour of their Sovereign, and the Bleſſings and 
Applauſes of their Fellow- Subjects. But this was very 
far from the Thoughts of the intriguing Faction: The King 
| was reſolv'd he wou d be King ſtill, and that he would go- 
vern only by Law, and len his Prerogative Royal no far- 
ther than that would juſtify it. They refolv'd ke ſhould 
not be King, that he ſhould have 20 Prerogative at all, that 
no Law ſhould ſecure him from their Violence and Inſo- 
lencies, and went ſo far at laſt, as, by a never equall d tyrannical 
: Arbitrarineſs, to declare, that, for the Future, nabing ** ” 
; < i dleem d 
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* deew'd to be Lam, however it had been enacted and prattis'd ml - 


on in former Times, but what ſhonld be declar d 'to be Law by 
the two Floufes ; which were no mote a Parliament, ſince 
neither the King, nor the Lords ſpiritual, had any Concern 
among them, either by Commiſſion or by Proxies, than a 
City Common-Council are, or a Court of Aſſiſtants in an 
incorporated — 5 In ͤProſecution of their wicked 


Purpoſes, the two Honſes rais d a numerous Army; na nd a 
General ; provided and commiſſion'd him and his Otficers; 


ſeiz d his Majeſty's Lands, Revenues, Caſtles, Magazines, 
Plerts; left him no Choice, but to withdraw from 
his Royal Palaces near London, to be radely affronted every 
Day by the Mob, or to ſurrender himſelf a Priſoner. The 


firſf he choſe, and found ſuch a Spirit of Loyalty Rill ſur- 


viving in the North and Weſtern Parts of his Kingdom, that 
he firſt got a Guard to ſecure his Royal Perſon ãgainſt any 


ſüudden Inſult, and at laſt drew together, beyond what his 


Enemies expected or fear'd, a Body of Men, who had the 
Face of an Army, tho' far inferior to that of the Rebels, 
and tho he had neither Arms to furniſh them with, nor 
Money to pay them. JVC 
All this, notwithſtanding, like common Proſtitutes, they 
cry d Whore firſt; and when they themſelves had an Army, 
and all Thivgs brought in with abundance of forward 
Zeal and Eagerneſs, by Virtue of the ſeditious Harangues 
of the Calamy's, and Caſe s, or Caryls, at Guild-Hall, who 
laid out their miſchierous Eloquence, to calumniate their 
Sovereign, and the reform d Church of England, under his 
Protection, and to fright the poor ignorant Multitude out of 
their Wits; and the poor King had none at all, and had 
been refus'd Entrance into his own Town of Hull, where he 
Had a good Magazine of Arms and Ammunition of his own; 
they Voneſtiy voted, © That the King, ſeduc'd by evil Coun- 
* fel, had withdrawn himſelf from his high Court of Par- 
© Hfament, intending to raiſe War againſt them; when all 
which that pious and excellent Prince fought for, was on- 
1y Peace, and when they themiclvesdid not belicve he was ca- 
pable either of raiſing, or of arming any conſiderable For- 
ces. Here then, by arming again(t their Sovereign, and 
that when he had redreſs'd all their Grievances, and had 
granted them more Privileges and Advantages than the 
molt pepu ar of his Predeceſſors had ever done, from the Con- 
_ queſt to that Day, they commenc'd open Rebels; they, 4 
'Tray!ors, met theit Sovereign in the Field; and while, in 
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their General's Commiſſion, they pretended a particular Re- 


ſpect to his Perſon, they levell'd their undiſtinguiſhing 


Artillery principally at that particular, Part of the Field 


where they knew him to be; but the gracious Providence 


of his God was a better Protection to his Royal Perſon, 
than their hypocricical Commiſſion” «£o X | 


Now, Rebellion either againſs Ged himſelf, who is King | 


of Kings, and Lord of Lords, as well as againſt his 


Vicegerents and Repreſentatives here on Earth, is, according 


to Scripture, as the Sin of Witchcraft, ie. they who are 
guilty of it, renounce God and all their Aſhance in, and 
Dependance on him, and put on the Atheiß as really and 


entirely as they do, who in a ſolemn Manner devote their 
Souls to the Devil, by declaring themſelves Enemies to 


their Maker ; they ſet up their own Helliſh Principles, pick'd 
up from ſuch as ſay in their Hearts, there is no God; and as 
for the Oracles of the true God, they calt them altogether 
behind their Backs, and wreſt, and twiſt and turn them, 


ſince they can't blot them out of that which all Chri- 
ſtians call che Book of God, till, with thoſe of the Church 


of Rome, they have made Scripture a Noſe of Wax, a Boot 
fir any Foot, or what themſelves pleaſe; and whoever 
among thoſe who aſſume the Office of Paſtors and Gover- 
nors in the Church of Chriſt, maintain the Lawfulneſs of Re- 


bellion againſt rightful Princes, whether under the Title of 


Gercion, Depoſition, Abdication, or downright Murder, or 
will perſwade the World that Sovereign Princes, by 
every Exerciſe of Power beyond what the Letter of the 


law will bear, do depoſe or abdicate themſelves from their 


own Sovereignty ; which was, in effect, what ſhameleſs Cook, 
both in his traiterous Charge againſt Charles the firf, and in 
his Vindication of it, and Bradſham, in his illegal and impudent 


Hirangue at the Tryal of that Great Prince, urg'd, All ſuch, 

let em pretend what they will, of an Eye to the publick 
Good in ſuch Determinations, are in the Senſe, both of the 

| Roman and the Engliſh Laws, if Subjects born, or Inhabitants 
| of theſe Kingdoms, 1 raytors and Rebels; and as ſuch Rebelli- 
ons always involve the Countries concernd in Foreign or 
in Gail Wars, they are of much more miſchievous and fa- 
tel Contequence, than all the 3/legal or tyrannical Actions of 
a ſiagle Perſon can be. This the Experience of all Countriez 
proves; and whoever moves ſuch Rebellions, and lays the 
| Foundation of ſuch"*Gvil Wars on the Pretence of remedying 
the molt apparent Gnevances in the World, that Perſoz 
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it juſthß damn d; he's guilty of certain Evil, on Pretence of ti 
doing wncertain Good ; which neither the Doctrine of the ro 
Goſpel, nor of any truly Evangelical Preacker, ever allow; an 
and the Safety of the whole is in infinitely greater Danger pe 
when a Marius, a Sylla, or a Cynna, or a Catiline, raiſe or carry ar 


on a Civil Mar; or when a Wat THler,or Pos Cade, take upon no 
them to be publick Reformers, than any People can ſuffer un- th 
der the molt extravagant Tyrannies of a Caligula, a Nero, a wh 

| Domitian, a Fulian, a Ruſſian Waſilowick, or an Engliſh Ri- bir 
chard the third, as any who are acquainted with or own ar for 
foreign Hiſtories, mult needs acknowledge; and this is the ler 
more manifelt, becauſe every Rebellion is accompany'd the 
2. With abominable Perjuries. A thinking Rebel, when he an 
draws his Sword againſt kit rightful Sovereign, mulf thro pre 
m may the Scabbard, ſay the Men of Politics. He can't rea- be 
ſonably expect Mercy, therefore he mult fight it out to the W 
laſt, either die or conquer, as Saluſt and Florus tell us; that 
every one almoſt of Catiline's Followers, in the Battle with 1 Hy 
the Con ſul Antonius, cover d the ſame Spot of Ground when he do 
fell down dead, which he ſtood on deſperately fighting before. far 
Thoſe who reduce themſelves to this Neceſſity, muſt not 1 Ch; 
trouble themſelves about the Obligation of Oaths, tho Ti 
drawn up in the ſtricteſt Terms which any Language can fro 
afford. Thus we are told, that Cufom- houſe Oaths among bar 
Merchants, are only Matters of Courſe, and very few me 
think them to be of Force enough to hinder Traders from Þ Br, 
cheating the Government; and our modern Politicians make in 
Oaths and Abjurations with Reſpe& to Princes, much of the Pri 
{ame inſignificant Nature. And upon ſuch Principles went As 
the Rebels ot Forty one; not one Commoner enter d into tear 
the lower Houſe of Parliament, but who had taken the-Oaths tin; 
of Allegiance and Supremacy ib Charles the Martyr ; not one Par 
of thole who countenanc'd taking up the Sword againit Þ Wa: 
bim, either in Vote or Action, but broke it; not one 4{dreſsd Hel 
him, but who own d himſelt his 20ſt faithful and loyal Sub- gail 
jet; not one of thoſe who took up Arms againſt, and »ho 
ſought his Life, but who prov'd himſelf, according to the the 

_ Laws then in being, 4 perfur'd Rebel, and a Traytor, They e. 
{wore, That they believ'd him to be the ſole ſupreme Power I as | 
both of Church and State; they, impiquſly robb'd him of bis I call 
Supremacy in both; they declar d to King and People, that nev 
it was not ſo much as in their Thoughts to looſen the ge- to 0 
den Reins of Government and Diſcipline in the Church ; but be 
they gave not over till they had entirely overturn d it, 10 
| ; | 3 I 2 3 b1 


— — 


Thirtieth of January, 1717. 23 


till they had ſworn falſly, making a Covenant entirely to 
root out that fed Form of Government, Which Chriſt only 
and alone had appointed in his Church. They often ap- 
peal d blaſphemonſly to God, the great Searcher of Hearts, 
and to the poor deluded Multitude, who neitizer knew theirs, 
nor their. own, as to the Sincerity of their Intention to make 
that King the greateſt, the ri-keſt, and the moſt glorious & ing 
who ever ſway'd the Engliſh Scepter ; but they actually ſtript 
him of all his Regalia, of all his royal Revenue; hunted him 

for a long Time, 4 4 Partridge in the Mountains, till at 
length he was unhappily taken in their Nets; and then 


they ſtript him of his pr ecious Lif e 1n the moſt barbarous | th 

and uvparalleti'd Manner that was ever heard of in any 1 
precedent Age or Nation: And was it poſſible for any to |; 
be more horribly perjur'd before God, than thoſe harden'd {hs 
Weetches were? „ „ 4 | 
We have a great many Sermons preach d before the two © 9 
Hoaſes, by the Pulpit-Incendiaries of that Age, tranſmitted 1 
down to us: Mr. Baxter ſuppoſes them to be Dilcourſes 9 
far beyond any Thing which the ancient holy Fathers of the I 9 
* Church had bleſs'd the World with ſince the Apoitles- | ; 1 
Limes. Thoſe Sermons indeed run in a very different Strain | 


) 

n | from any Thing which either the Fathers or the Apoſtles 
g | have bequeath'd us: for there we find all the Argu- 
* 
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ments which the Sidaeys, the Locks, the Burnets, the 

Bradburys, and the reſt of that Crew, have rak'd together 
ce in Defence of Rebellion, and the Reſiſtance of rightful 
ne Princes by Force; and they'll always be a Repertorium 
nt Acanonicurs for the falſe Brethren, who are ever, Viper-like, 
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to tearing out the Bowels of their holy Mother, and proſtitu- "F 
hs Þ ting her to the malicious Inſults of numberleſs Sects and 2 
ne Parties. I find in thoſe Diſcourſes, perpetual Alarms to we 
alt War, perpetual Calls of the poor unthin ting Mob, to the =: 
ud Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty; Curſes pour'® out a- wy 
ab- | 


| gainlt all ſuch as did the Work of the Lord negligently, or 
nd who witheld their Swords from Blood; Extortations to ſtrike 
| the Baſilick Vein, and Aſſurances that there might be Peace 
| 44 eaſily made between Heaven and Hell, or God and the Devil, 
| as between the King, and what theſe bloody Zealots falſly 
| call'd the Parliament, &c. But thoſe Bel-weathers of Sedition 
| never call'd upon the Peers to remember their Honours and 
to (hew a due Reſpect to the Fountain of it; nor upon 
| the Commons, to look back upon their own Oaths to the King 
and Government, and not to break the Oath of God, by riling 
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up againſt their King; for they had all taken theſe Oatht 
themſelves, when they were ordain d or inſtituted into any Be- 
wk and had broken thro them all without any Scruple 
| 75 n 


Liberty, | ; 
come of it, L leave to all Chriſtians to determine: But When 
the Rebels were once reconcil'd to Perjury, they preſently tell, 


<< 
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ſcience; no, they were ſo far from any ſuch Fide- 


lity to God, to the King, or to the Souls of thoſe whom they 
pretended to inſtrull, that they perſwaded Apprentices and Ser- 


wants to leave their Places, aud that Service they legally ow d 
to their Maſters that they might run into Rebellion g inſt 


their King, and, if kill'd in that Sin, be damn d for ever, 


And when that moſt gracious Prince had all the Foot of 
Eflcx's Army at his Mercy, and taking their Arms 
from them, gave them all their Liberty to return to their 
own Houſes in Peace, only ſwearing, that they d never 
bear Arms again againſt ther. Sovereign; a Grace which 
they neither expected nor deterv'd ; theſe, worſe than Po- 
piſh Prieſts, by the Plenarty of their Power, abſolv d them all 


from that Oath, conjur'd them into the Rebel- Army again, 


and ir was obſerv'd, that thoſe Men fought with greater 
Animoſity and Eierceneſs againſt their too merciful: Prince 
afterwards, than they had done before. But indeed, when 


once the Subjects of that Age were grown Rebe/s, no Oaths 


would hold thoſe who join d them; their Baptiſmal or Eu- 


chariſical Lows, if they ever had been baptis d, or been Com- 
municants, were trampled under Foot; their formal Prote- 
tation was interpreted away, nay, and that precious Idol 
the, Gavenant, whach had been ſo powerfully recommended 

by their Garyls, Calamys, Caſes, Marſhals, Owens, Goodwyns, 


and. other Members of the Aſſembiy of Divines, who were 


Hiſſionaries into the Country and Armies, to carry on that hel- 
liſh Work of Perjury, was thrown away by the prevailing 
Party among themſelves with more Scorn and Contempt than 


Ny the. Royal Meſſages for Peace had been before. And whe- 
ther, for ſo great 4 Part of the Nation to be involv d in dam- 
nable Perjun, for averting the imaginary Dangers of Religion, 

7 Properiy, was not doing Evil, that Good might 


. 


put: 


3. Into abominable Sacrilege, one of thoſe Sins which 
Scripture and Antiquity, Heathen, Fewiſh, and Chriſtian, brand 
With all the ugly Characters which can be expreſs d. Ca Þ 
1s juitly ſuppos d to have been guilty ot this Sin, becauſe, 
if he had offer d rightly, he had not-rightly divided between 
his. Maker and himſelf. Pharaoh. King ot Egypt, when 
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influenc d by the Counſels of inſpir d | Foſeph, would ot fd 
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purchaſe the Lands of the Priefts, nor make any of them 
his own Domains, tho the Priefts were under an equal Ne- 
ceſſity of getting Corn cut of the Royal Granaries with o- 
thers. Achan paid the Lives of himſelf and his Pamily; for 


Garment. The two hundred und fifty Men who follow'd Ci- 
rah in his Rebellion, for ſurping the Prieſts Office, were de- 
ſtroy d by Fire from Heaven. Uzxiah, for the fame Crime, 


by the immediate Hand of Heaven with an incarable Le- 
proſy. Belſhazzer was ſtript of his Life and Kingdom at 


out from among the Deſolations of God's Temple at Feru- 
ſaltm. And, under the Goſpel, Auaniat and Sapphira were 
ſtricken dead with one Word, for defrauding the Church 
of what they had pretendedly devoted to its Service, and for 
Hing to the Holy Ghoft, in order to conceal it; and He- 
rod Antipas, for aſſuming that Honour to himſelf which bt- 


more notorious than the Deſtruction of Brennus and his 


phian Apollo, which he did with as great and real a Con- 
tempt of Heaven, as if all the Riches of the Delphick Tem- 
ple had been dedicated to the true God, It's obſerv d of 
the great Pompey, that he never proſper d after be had but 


den to all but the High Prieſi) tho he ſhew'd no Irreve- 
rence in the Action, nor took away any Thing from the 


Father had left the gfeateſt Treaſure that any Prince in 
| Chriſtendom' could pretend to, after he had more than 
doubled his Revenue, by the Seiſure of Church and Abbey 
| Eads, which, however abus'd to the Encouragemeut of Su- 
| ferfition' and Idolatry, had been ſolemnly given and conſe- 
| crated* by the lawful Owners, to the Honour of God, and the 


| became, ina few Years, ſo'poor,as to want as many or more 
| Subſdies than the pooreſt of his Predeceſſors, and to coin 
Leather-Money for the Supply of his extravagant or vain- 
| glorious: Undertakings; and how many wealthy Families 
have been ruin'd by their Participation in King Henry's Sa- 


for two Counties, given us an unhappy Specimen. 


5 


his Sacrilege in ſtealing the Wedge of Gold, and the Babylimiſh 


tho' otherwiſe a great and religious Prince, was branded 


once, for profaning the Veſſels which bis Father had brought 


long d to his. Maker. Among the Heathes5, nothing was 


DH 
— 


Gaalt, upon their having plunder'd the Temple of the Del- 
took'd into the Holy of Holies at Feruſalem, (Which was forbid- 


| facred Treaſury. And out Henry the Sth, to Whom his 


| Support and Encouragement of Chriftian Piety and Devotion, 
| according to the belt of their Knowledge in thoſe Days, 


| Tilege, that excellent Antiquary Sir Henry Spelman, has, 
D 2 Hit" 
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But alas! all theſe were Peccadillos to what our ſupererc- 
gatory ri ſtians were guilty of in the great Rebellion; then 
the lawful Biſhops of the eftabliſh'd Church, the true Succeſſors of 

the Apuſties' in the ordinary Office of inſtructing and governing 
it among us, were thruſt from the Execution of their Offi- 
ces, ſtript of all thoſe Revenues our pious Anceſtors had 

devoted to the Maintenance of Religion; their Perſons were 
abus'd, their Privileges violated, their Palaces plunder'd and 
given away, their Lands ſold, and all thoſe of the dignify'd 
Clergy put into the ſame common Lot, and epo d to Sale, to 
fill the Pockets of covetous Wretches, and to maintain a 
Rebellion againſt the Lord's Anointed. Such were the A. 

chans which troubled our Iſrael; the Extermination of 

Epiſcopacy, the Seizure of the Lands of the Church, the 

Supports of Chriſtianity in its Beauty and Diguity, is ſuch P 

Satrilege as Heaven never has forgiven, and never will; ft 

it's ſo vile an Action as none but the Sons of Belial can E 
propoſe, none but the Agents of Darkneſs can put in Exe- k 

E. 

al 

to 


. 
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cution: It's rating ont 4 Church as far as human Power 
can reach, and turning a Chrifian into a Pagan Society, in 
Compliance with their own corrupt Humours, \ In the great 
Rebellion, the Doctrine of the Aooſtle was entirely forgotten; cu 
and they who pretended moſt zealouſly to aher Idols, were to 
guiity of the moſt notorious Sacrilege. All ſuch of the Clergy it, 
as dar d to be true to their ſolemn Engagements to God, to 
his Church, or to their King and Country, were treated with ſe 
all the Malice which Het or wicked Men had in their I cet 
Power to ſhew: They were thruſt into Priſons by Land, Ki 
into Ships by Sea, where they could take no Care of the IÞ an 
Flock ef God, over which the Holy Ghoſt kad made them Over- tu 
feers, but were poiton'd with the Stench of their naſty Con- ne 
_*tinement, and many excellent Men loſt their Lives under nei 
as barbarons a Treatment as the poorej? Chriſtian Slaves in ¶ wi 
Sally cr Argier: Bibles and Common-Prayer Books, as well as 70% 
the Feſtments and other Ornaments of the Church, were torn, | ont 
trampled on, ſtollen, and embezell d, as if they had been ſo or 
many Rags of the B byloniſh Whore, Churches were profan'd ; I Fic 
St. Paul's no better than 4 Stable for Horſes, ſometimes ready i 
to be let to the Jews for 4 Synagogue, ſometimes like to be rent- 
ed ont to Tradeſmen for an Exchange; the Windows of Churches 
every where defac'd, the carv'd Work beaten down with Axes 
and Hammers, the Desks and Pulpits demoliſh'd, the Comms: 
gion. I ables turn d to common Ufes, and ſhamefully pol- 
huted with the Filth and Ordure of Men more brutiſh un 
| 1 14 8 ee n CSS es La | the 
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the Beaſts that periſh; the Fonts were made Watering-Troughs 
for Horſes, profan'd by the baprifing of Beaſts in them, and 
that noble Font of ſolid Braſs in the Abbey-Church at St. 
Alban's, brought from Scotland in. the Time of Henry the 
Eighth, in which the Chriſtian Kings of that ancient King- 
dom had been baptis'd for many Generations, was impi- 
ouſly fold, and melted down into great Guns for the Uſe — 
of the pretended Saints, but real Rebels of that Age; nay, | | 
whatever could be thought of, that might be J Mayne = 
God, ſcandalous to Religion, detrimental to the Chriſtian Prieft» "4 
hood, odious to all the neighbouring Nations, and ruinous to the "mJ 
Aclors, either ſoon after, or ſince that, was done with all 
the ſpiteful and aggravating Circumſtances poſſible, by the Hy- 
pocrites of that Generation. Now,  tho' the Heirs of the 
) Principles of that miſerable Age, will ſcarce admit of any 

, | fuch Sin as Sacrilege, and know of no Propriety which God 
1 has in any Things or Perſons, but their own Uſurpers of the 

- Prieſily Office, whom God never knew, and therefore never 

x ſent, yet all the ſenſible World are agreed, that thoſe who 

n alienate or embexxle whatever has been ſolemnly conſecrated 
1 to the Service of Almighty God, tho' ander Pretence of ſe- 
F curing the Proteſtant Religion, or the Liberty and Property of 
70 the Subject, is, at belt, but doing Evil, that Good may come of 

5 it, and that the Damnation of all thoſe who do ſo, is juſt. 

to 4. Rebels, once dipt in Perjury and Sacrilege, can never 
th flop at any Wickedneſs whatſoever ; when they have pro- 
ir ceeded ſo far in Defiance of all the Laws of God and the 
King, God preſently gives them over to 4 reprobate Senſe, 
and to ſtrong Deluſions, 1o that they love and believe Lies, and 
turn Murderers with the ſame Facility and Unconcerned- 

| neſs; or more, as they commenc'd Rebels ; Foreign Wars, tho' 
never ſo regularly manag'd, are the inevitable Occaſions of 
| wighty Slaughters; but Civil Wars are the Occaſions of barba- 
rous and inhuman Murders ; 10, in our great Rebellion, every 
one of the Nobility or Gentry, who dy d either in the Field, 

| or by pretended Martial Law, or on the Scaffold, for their 
Fidelity to their rightful Sovereign, and to the fundamen=- 
tal Conſtitutions of Church and State, were cruelly mur- 
der d by theſe who kill'd them. That great Miniſter of State, 
the noble Earl of Strafford, was murder d by mere Malice, 

| by the Votes and eager Proſecution of the Houſe of Com- 

| mons, when they were able to prove nothing treaſonable 

| againſt lim, tho' they bad rak'd Hell it ſelf for Witneſ- 

| ſes. That moſt teverend and pious Prelate, at 
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ſhop Lad, on whom they could faſten nothing, but only, | 


that by his Steadineſs in the Reform'd Religion, he ton. 
demn'd for ever the Libertiniſm and Immorality of his 


moſt 1mplacable Accuſers, was murder'd by a mere illegal 
and really in/gnificant Ordinance of thoſe who had no 
Power to condemn or execute any Man living: But a- 


bove all, that great, that excellent, that incomparable 


Prince, Charles the firſt, of bleſſed Memory, than whom the 


World never knew a more true or lively Repreſentative 
of bim who is the great Monarch of all the World; that 


Prince, who was undone only by the credulons Tendernefs 
, bf his own Nature, his inflextble Adherence to the true 
Standard of Chriſtianity, and his natural Averſeneſs to 
Severity and Blood; that pious, humble, gracious Prince, 


they, his am Subjelts, who had fwotn, and were bound 
by all the Laws of God and Man, to defend, both in his 


Per ſom and his Royal Stare, him, thoſe his own ungrateſul 


Subjects murder d before the Gates of his own Palace, and jung 


their Songs of Triumph, in Spite of God himſelf, for that 
bloody and infamous Victory over his Vicegerent; a Sin 
to monſterouſly impudent and barbarons, as would: appear 
incredible to future Ages, had not a full, free, and loyal 


Parliament taken a juſt Care to perpetuate the Memory of 


it to Poſterit 77. e To 
But thoſe who had been dipt fo deep in Blood for a 
long Time, if they could raiſe their Spirits fo high as to 


murder their Sovereign, could not ſtick at thoſe of an in- 


ferior Nature, Al who dy'd in the Service of their law- 


ful Prince, either in open Battel, or in Garriſons, were mur- 
der d by the Rebels; all whom they or their Preachers drew 
into the Field againſt theip Sovereign, and periſh'd there 


by the Sword, were murder d, they were murder d, both Bo- 


dies and Souls, by thoſe accarſed Preachers and their Leaders; 
then Fathers murder d their on Sont, and Sony their own 
Fathers; that Zeal the leading Rebels and their poor deluded 


Fuollimers had to the Devil's Service, male them forget all 


the Obligations of Lam, Reaſon, Nature, and Religiun, and 


ſhed one ancther's Blood without Remorſe: The Guilt 


of the Pulpit- Incendiaries of that Age, was ſo flagrant, that 


_ immenſe Juſtice would not allow them Grace to return to 


their Duties at the Refforation', of permit them any 
more to have any [of or lawful Relation, whatever they and 
their Spawn have {ince bbaſted of, to that Chriſtian Flock 


which they had ſo deſperately poiſon d with the * 
24 1 
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of Schiſm, Hereſy, Sedition, Rebellion, and Atheiſm : Conſcience, 
unleſs it were Conſcience of their own Wickedneſs, was 
no Cauſe of their Non- Conformity, upon the Reſtoration, 
of the Government in Church and State; but it was a pe- 
nal Obſtinacy in ſome, and a fooliſh Obſequiaaſneſs to their 
former Seducers in others, which threw and kept them out 
of their wndeſerv'd Preferments; and methinks nothing's 
more ridiculous, than to read a Story of one of the capital 
Boutefeus in the great Rebellion, weeping as he paſs d along 
thro the Ruins of London, after the terrible Conflagration of 
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66, who never ſhed, that we hear of, one repenting Tear | 
| for that infinitely more dreadful Conflagration which Le and 1 
ö bis Fellow- Incendiaries had rais d thro three, otherwiſe quiet iN 
: and happy, Kingdoms, by their ſeditious Speeches and Ser- = 
1 mons. The Cry of Blood is {ill loud againſt them, and will T 
8 never ceaſe till Juſtice takes Place, at leaſt, upon the Follon- 9 
] ers of-rheir Principals. Now, to murder Princes, Nobles, and 4 
8 inferior Perſons, without Diſtinction, with the Excuſe of 1 
t only endeavouring to retrieve ſuffering Religion, Liberty, and "2 
n Property, is, at leaſt, doing Evil, that Good may come of it; 9 
C the 8 of all which Kind of Teachers and Pratlitioners — 
MES Eu ED 5. 4 
of 5. Thoſe who, being Rebels againſt their lanſul Princes WE 
and Governors, are dipp'd in Perjury, Sacritege, and Murder, 4 
2 bave no Way to ſupport themſelves in their Extravagan- | 1 
to cies, but by adding Sin to Sin, by breaking thro', and ſet- 1 

1 ting at nought, a! the eſtabliſp d Lans both of God and Man; | 
v. for when they have refifted them who are the Ordinance of 1 
„Hod, and have, unleſs God give them the Grace of ſincere we 
1 Repentance, inſur d Damnation to themſelves, and ſeem con- _. 
tented with the Purchaſe, they have nothing elſe to ſand 14 

in Fear of. Charles the Martyr was, as their blaſphemors Figo 0 

Curt of Fuſtice declar d him, a Tyrant, a Traytor, and a Mur- it 

derer, Titles very inconſiſtent with his real Character; but i 


| whether they believ'd themſelves or no, they, inſtead of eaſing 
the People from any ſuch Injuſtice as they ſaid they had ſaf- 
fer d under him, reſolv'd to ow-do him in every Part icular; 
| they were avow'd and notorious Traytors, in making Addreſſes 
| to the French King, and begging Protection from him, a 
Papiſt too, againtt their own natural Proteſt ant Sovereign, 
and in entertaining an Agent from Cardinal Richlieu in E- 
dinburg, and admitting him into all their ſecret Connſels 
for the Eſtabliſhment of the Reformation : They were Traytors, 
tor holding Correſpondence with the- Rebels of another * 


_=_ © gent, go, mu 92s — K 0 <4 — > o_ - 
— —  — ——— —— 
. a 
4 * C 
A W "© Mz © 


— — wo anc oy - — * a — —— 
1 — — — Nu Oe — * — — - — — 
— anaada — * _ 


—_— — — 
— — 


_— 


* — — — 
— 


— 


res cuatro ee . * . — 
8 * 
4 . © * - ay 


— a 
— 


mung; — — — — 
—— 

7 

x 


—— I * 


30 A SERMON preachd on the 


nnn 


dom, and inviting Foreigners (for ſuch the Scots then were) 
to invade their native Country, They were Traytors for ſhut- 
ting the Gates of his own Town and Fort of Hall againſt their 
Sovereign. They were Traytors for ' murdering Canterbury 


and Strafford, againſt all the Laws of England, by 4 barbarous 


Confederacy, to have their Lives ſacrific d, at any Rate, to 
the unjuſt Malice of their Brother-Rebels the Scots, and paying 
them ſo protulely for that trayterous Invaſion which they 
had made. They were Traytors for making 4 counterfeit 


Great Seal for coining Money of their own, and uſurping to 


themſelves, without any Pretence or Countenance of Lan, all 


the Royalties of the Imperial Crown of England; and, leſt they 


ſhould fail in any Reſpect of being accompliſhd Villains, to 


give no more Inſtances, in waſhing their ſacrilegious Hands 


in the Blood of their moſt excellent and Chriſtian Prince, 


That they might outgdo all thoſe [ſtances of Tyranny they 


charg'd their King with, they invaded all the Liberties and 


Properties of the Subjett; they affronted their King in almoſt 


every Motion they made, and charg'd him with Tyrann) 
where he had gone according to Law, with the molt au- 


_ Vlameable Exactneſs. They inſulted the Houle of Lords, vaca- 
ted their moſt pofrrive Orders with Contempt and Scorn; 


_ terrify'd the Biſhops from attending the Service of their 


Houſe by their mug d Mobs; chang d the whole Conftitu- 
tion of an Englith Parliament, by excluding them, firlt trom 
the Houſe of Lords, of which they were an eſſential Part, 


and then tyrannically impriſoning thei, and afterwards 
ſtripping them of all they had, which look'd very like an 
Invaſion of Property. As many Members as they could get 


any Advantage againſt, for their Honeſty and Fidelity to their 


Prince and Country, they turn d out of the Houſe ; and by 
the Aſſiſtance of a mercenary Army, ſecluded all ſuch as 
could not come up to the utmoſt Extravagancy of their 
Meaſures. They atirighted the Lay-Lords, by their manag d 
Mobs, to conſent to thoſe Things which in Reaſon and Ho- 
ndur they were bound to oppoſe; and, at laſt, as they too 


well deſerv'd for their Indifferency in defending their Sove- 


reign, and the fundamental Conſtitution of Church and State, vo- 
ted their Houſe uſeleſs and dangerous, and ſo diſchaig d them 
of all Attendance on the Fublick, And when, by bar ba- 
rous Tumalts, they had driven away the King, and none had 
any Cimmiſſon from him to paſs an Act, they tet up them- 
' ſelves for Dictators, vacated all former Laws, according to 


Which the whole Tenour of their Proceedings were High-Trea- | 


ſon, 
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ſon, and made their Ordinances to paſs for Acts of Parliament; 

all which were treaſonable too, and ipſo facto void and null. 

For any Aſſembly of Men, among whom the King is not 
© either in Perſon, or by Commiſſion, who are not freely cho- 
© ſen to repreſent them by their Country, who are not, when 
© they meet together, exactly obedient to the King's Lays, 
© or act any Thing againſt his legal Intereſts, or the Inte- 


© reſts of the Nation, or meddle with thoſe Affairs which fall 


not under their Cognizance, either by Statute-Law, or by 
© Uſage of Parliament; all ſuch Aſſemblies are no better 


© thandownright Riots or tumultuous Aſſemblies ; their Aftions 


© or Reſolutions oblige no Body, but are all, in the Eye of the 
© Law, treaſonable and void,* as the Gentlemen of the long 
Robe very well know, and as was ſufficiently made out 
at the Trad ot the Regicides one Thettt tt 
But the Managers of the great Rebellion, when they were 


only ſuch a riorous 4ſſembly, laid what Burdens they pleas d 
upon their Brethren, ſuch Taxes as no Kings of England c- 


ver dream'd of, monthly Aſſeſſments, Sequeitrations, Decima- 


tions, Sales of King's and Church Lands, Moal Money, Compoſi- 
tion Money, and all with that inexorable Severity, that they 


who were too poor to lend theirgracious Sovereign 100000 
Pounds, were, by their worſe than Egyptian T ask-masters, 


forc d, under their Government, to pay no leſs than forty 
Millions Sterling, for the Ruin of their King, their Laws, 


themſelves, and their unhappy Country: Fining, Impriſoning, 
Exccuting, were then put in Practice at another Rate than 
ever had been under the Severities of the Star-Chamber or 
High-Commiſſion-Courts. All were fain to ſubmit to free 
Quarter, and perpetual Plunderings; no Man could fay that 
any Thing he had, was his own, and the Caite of his Houſe 
was as little a Security to him, or his Family, as- Salishary- 
Plain, or New-Market Heath. But as for the Scots, who had 
led the Way in that fatal Rebellion, and the Jriſp, who 
had been ſuch Favourites with the Faction here, for their 
Help to deſtroy the great Earl of Strafford, and ſuch mer- 
cileſs Agents in the inhuman Maſſacre and Rebellion in their 
own Country, that God, to whom Vengeance belongs, 
in a few Years, gave them Blood plenteouſly to drink, for 
they were Worthy; and for our own Country-men, who 
were not contented to be free Subjects under the eaſieſt of Go- 
vernments, and the bef of Princes, they ſoon became unpity'd 
Slaves to a finking Rump, a Herd of emhuſiaſtical and in- 
ſatiable Wolves, and to an arbitrary and unſparing Tyrant 
from among themſelves, whoſe Hoang Succeſs in the 2 8 
| RP ecu- 
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ſecution of his ambitious Aims, made him terrible enough 
to his foreign Neighbours, but much more ſo to his own 


Country-men, who lay like ſo many Larks under the Ter- 


ror of the Hobby, and mov'd and complain'd in vain a- 
gainſt the arbitrary Cruelty of the annatural Uſurper. But 
all which the three Nations ſuffer'd then for their Rebellion, 


Perjury, and their other crying Sins, was not enough to ex- 


piate their Guilt. The Blood which was ſhed in that infa- 


mous Defection from their Duty to God and the King, and, 


above all, that of the Royal Martyr, and their wicked Pro- 
fecution of his Children and Family, and the Continuance 
ol thoſe helliſh Principles upon which the Sins of that Age 
were founded among the Men of no Religion, and of n0 
Alorals of our own, cry {till aloud to Heaven in the ſame 
Terms as the Souls of them in the Revelation, who were 
ſlain for the Word of God, Rev. 6. 8, 9, and for the Teſti- 
mony which they held, and lay, in Expectation of Juſtice, 
under the Altar, us d — How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
do ft thou not judge and avenge our Blood on them who dwell on 
the Earth? It's true, the Royal Martyr imitated his 
blefled Maſter in his Meetneſs and Patience thro all his 
mighty Sufferings, and in his forgiving his fooliſh and untl in l- 
ing Enemies; but no Blood was ever expiatory for the Sins of 
them who ſhed it, but that of the incarnate Son of God; 
and the ſhedding of that too, where compleat Repentance 
did not meet his Father's Anger, fell ſo heavy upon the 
Fews, and their Children, that it brought Wrath pen them 10 
the uttermoſt. And I make no Doubt but that Blood ſo 
unjuſtly ſhed in the laſt Age, notwithſtanding the flouriſh- 
ing Appearance of the Favourers of their impious Prin- 
ciples, will be throughly viſited, in God's due Time, up- 


on their ungodly Heirs and Succeſſors in this Genera- 


Nen | | 


It cannot be deny'd, but that the Practices I have in- 


ſtanc'd in the Rebellion, Perjury, Sacrilege, Murders, Breach 
of all divine and human Lamt, and nniverſal Oppreſſion practi- 
{ed by the Enemies of our Church and State, or the Par- 


hamentary Managers in 41, and which are fo notorious as | 


to be undeniable, were evil; but ſome will, it may be, 


ſuppoſe, as 1 intimated before, that thoſe very evil Action 
were ſanctify d by that great and publick Good which the Þ 
Actors in tbemaim'd at. To coerce, to proſecute, to mnking, | 
to diſinherit, nay, to make fare Work, to murder a Prince, 
tho reigning by never fo juſt a Right, who was 4 Fav i 


rer of; or one Pho deſgu d to intraduce Papery, Who frequent!) 
3 a 5 | cn. 
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encroach'd upon the Liberty and Property of the Subject, was 
2 Work importing ſo much Good to the Subjects of theſe 
Nations, that, tho God may damn them eternally, and very 


juſtly, yet theſe Men muſt be very ingrateful and herd- 


hearted, who won't, as our Eugliſh Begend Writer expreſſes 


it, drop a Tear upon the Remembrance of the Funerals of ſo ma- 
a) Mort hies LCalamy s Abridgment of Baxter's Life, C105] 


(for he himſelf can't forbear Apologizing for Bradſhaw) in 
our Iſrael, (J bes dh he means after they had forſaken the 
Houſe of David, and the Temple at Feruſalem) bury'd at 


once in 4 common Grave; — We'll leave this pious Work to 
the Calves-head Club Men, and to the religious Societies meet- 
ing in the Mug-Houſes: But ſome of a better Charatter ſeem 


to allow what the Rebels of 41 did, ſo far as the ſetting a- 


ſide Charles the It, of bleſſed Memory, when the Repreſen- 


tatives of the People had once voted, that Religion, and eve- 
ry Thing that was dear to them, was 1n Danger; and that, 
tho every Thing done on ſuch an Occaſion may not be 
ſtrictiy regular, and therefore evil, yet it may be neceſſary, as 
tending to ſecure the public Good; and therefore whatever 
St. Paul's Opinion was, not only tolerable, but juitihable. 

The Saxon Wittena Gemotes, and our latter Parliamentary Aſ- 


| ſemblies, are ſuppos d the beſt ſudges of what Princes, let their 


Rights and Titles be what they will, are belt qualify'd to go- 


vern, as the zwoE#Fates were in 41, who, that they might diſ- 
| qualify their Prince, endeavour'd to repreſent him to the 


World as a Man of very weak Underſtanding, and tainted in 


| bis Religion, and a Breaker of the Laus. But See Danſon's Vin- 


dication,@c,] the Laws of the Country, and not the Rules of the 


| Church, i. e. (the Rules of the Chriſtian Religion, for 1 


know of no other Rules the Church has) % /t to be the 
* Meaſure of the MagiStrates Power, and conſequently the Di- 
* rettors of the Shell, Duty. — And yet 1 remewber that 
great Oracle of Law, Sir Edward Cook, lays it down as a 
Maxim, that, Whatever Law, or by what Authority ſo- 
* ever enacted, is either contrary to Scripture, (Which is 


| * Repertory of the Religion, and theſole Rule of the Church 


* of Chriſt) or to the Principles of right Reaſon, that Law 
* 150f it ſelt null and void: Which ſeems to be the juſter 


| Axiom of the two. But the former is ſuppos d to be con- 


firm'd by an Indadlion of Hiſterical Inſtances, drawn up by 
one of the greateſt Men this Nation ever had, [ Stilling fleet, 
Bithop of Worceiter] to prove, that our Magnates and Parlia- 
ments always thought that they had Power to lay aside a 
King unfit to govery, and to oo another in his Room, and 
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transfer their Allegiance to him, when they judg'd it for 
the public Good. FI) take them as they are laid together in 
a late Pamphlet, only adding ſome Obſervations upon the 
Good procur'd to the Public by ſuch Meaſures; for if no 

Good to the Publick ever follow'd ſuch Methods, it's 


enough to give us a ſhrewd Suſpicion, that as God never 
bleſs d them, thoſe who purſu'd them, were not ſuch wiſe 
den, or true Lovers of their Country, as they pretended to be, 


of the deluded Multitude ſuppos'd them. 
And firſt, we are told how the Britiſh great Men ſet a- 
fide Vertigerne, a very wicked Prince indeed, if Hiftorians 


do him no Wrong, and ſubſtituted Vortimer, his Son. in his 


Room. Vortimer, tho' ſaid to be a Prince of great Virtue, 
enjoy'd his Honour but a while, and his Father recover'd 
the Throne again; and Vertigerne s inviting the Saxons over 
to aſſiſt him againſt the Scots and Picts, was no uncommon 
Policy, tho' generally unfortunate $ nor, it may be, ſo great 
a Crime as {ome of his great Men call'd it. As for Athel- 
ſtane, Matth. WeStminſter calls him, without any Heſitation, 
the eldeſt Son of Edward the eder; he tells us, indeed, after- 
Wards, a romantic Story concerning his making away his 
Brother Edwyn, who was Edward's Son by his lawful Wife, 
and therefore had the true Right to the Crown ; but how 
much Probability there is in that Tale, I leave others to 
judge; tho' perhaps Baſtardy in England, as well as in Nor- 
mandy, in thoſe Days, might not be look'd upon as a Bar 
to Inheritance. As for Eadred, he was little more than 
Guardian to Edwyn, who govern'd but about ten Years, and 
then Ednuyn ſucceeded young enough, and tho' he bears 
an ill Character, and Dunſtan, Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, * 
was his Back Friend; yet, for all his Folly, his great Men 
only parted the Kingdom of Mercia between him and his 
Brother Edgar; and he dy'd in Peace, as far as I can find, 
in the Poſſeſſion of his own Part; but what Good his Sub- 
jects reap'd from that Partition, or his great Mens divi- 
ding that Kingdom between the Brothers, we are yet to 
ſeck ; ard it ſeems to me but an odd kind of Queiiton 
at this Time of the Day. — How could there be any Diſ- 
pute about the Succeſſion between Harold and Harde (Mute, 
the Sons of Canntus the Dane, when one was on the Spot, 
and had the Pope and Clergy on his Side, and the Means to 
make Friends of ſuch as were willing to rebel againſt the 
right Heir, who was far enough oft, and the ſame was the 
Caſe of the Sons of Edmund lronjide ; it's an eaſy Matter to 
ſeize the Inheritance of another, when the right Heir is as à 
I Great Sams in theſe Day —_—_} 
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baniſn'd Man, and the ill Practices of the great Men in thoſe 
Days did not make them a Whit the leſs perjur d, becauſe 
they never thought of it, and the publick Good gain'd by 
that Injuſtice, was the violent Uſurpation of Harold, upon 
the Death of Edward the Coufeſſr, whoſe Advancement to 


the Crown laid the Foundation of the Bloody Norman In- 


vaſion and Conqueſt. NV 
After the Conqueſt, as H:nry the firſt was an Lſurper, 
by the Help of the great Men, upon the Rights of his elder 
Brother Robert, ſo he taught Stephen to practiſe the fame 
Arts againſt hies Daughter and Heir, Maud the Empreſs; 
and was not the publick Good wonderfully promoted by 
the Wars of Henry the firſt with bis Brother, and the per- 
petual Broils of Stephen with Maud and her Son Henry? That 
Henry compremis'd the Matter with Stephen, without the Con- 
ſent of his Mother, does not appear: If he did it without, and 


unduti full; put her by her Right, neither he nor the Publick 
got any Good by it; his Troubles with Becket, and the Re- 
| bellion of his own Sons, deforming his Reign very much, and 


ſufficiently revenging any Quarrel of his Mother; but that 
the Nobility in Stephen's Time (ſhould believe themſelves 
not e upon transferring their Allegiance from Maud 
to Stephen, tho the whole Nation wept Blood for it, was 
very ſtrange, and tho' the Agreement of Stephen and Henry 
the ſecond might tend to the public Good, that aroſe from 


| their Prudence, and not from the great Mens breaking their 


Oaths, and involving the whole Nation in Perjury; and 
ſound Divintty never knew any Thing of ſuch an equitable 
Senſe to be put upon promiſſory Oaths, as might allow them 
to be laid aſide, without either the free Conſent of the Par- 


| ties to whom they were made, or an utter [poſſibility of 
performing them. Another Inſtance for the Lawfulneſs 
| of transferring Allegiance from one Family to another, is 
given in the Diſputes between the Houſes of York and 
Lancaſter. Henry the fourth, the Heir of the Houſe of Lan- 
caſter, by Induſtry and Mone), rais d a Rebellion againſt 
| Richard the ſecond, over-reach'd him, depos'd him, and 
barbarouſly murder d him ; was not this a ſevere Viſitation 


of the next Heir of Edward the Third, for bis Uſurpation 
of his Father's Throne, and permitting bim to be baſcly 


murder d by the Contrivance of Mortimer, who had de- 
{ bauch'd his Mother? The Parliament, doubtleſs for the. 
| publick Good, agreed well enough with Q. Iſabel in her 
| unnatural Wicked neſs, and went as freely into the Mea - 
| {ures of Heury the fourth, I confels my ſelf re 


ady to 
think, 
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think, that after Richard's Death, the Lancaſtrian Family 
had the better Title to the Crown; and I obterve, that 
_ they were always united with, and loving, and affiffant too 
to one another, when thoſe of the Houſe of York were emi- 
nent for nothing but Perfidy and Murder: But, after the 
fore d Abdication of Richard, was either Henry or the Na- 
tion the better, or the happier for it? Henry the fifth was 
brave, but very ſhort-l1v'd, and all his Conqueſts dy d ſoon 
after him. Henry the fixth was a pious and excellent 
Prince, far from Cruelty or Ambition yet the latter Part 
of his Reign was troubled with Rebellions and Civil deſo- 
lating Wars, and his Grand-fathtr's Treachery and Rebellion 
was reveng'd in his Depoſition firſt, and them in the cruel 
Murder of him and his Son by the Duke of Glouceſter. Upon 
the Declenſion of Henry's Affairs, Richard Duke of York put 
in his Clatm to the Crown : The Parliament, for the 
publick Good to be ſure, fell in with him, the three Hen- 
, were voted only reputed Kings, or Uſurpers; Richard 
bad more than once {worn Fidelity to Henry, but he broke 
His Qath, and paid his Life in the Field for his Per jury. 
On Henry's Murder, Edward the fourth, as Heir of the 
Houſe of York, took the Crown, reign'd in a licenciow 
Manner, left two Sons behind him, from whom 4 Parlic- 
ment could eaſily transfer their Allegiance, and they were 
diſinherited, and clangeſtinely murder d by their Uncle, that 
AMonſter of Mankind, Richard the third; and was it not 
much for the Nation's Intereſt that fo many Princes, ſo Þ 
many of the Nobility, fo many of the Gentry, and ſo 
many of the Commons, as our Chronicles report, lolt 
their Lives in thoſe Civil Wars between the two unhap- 
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Jpon the whole; All that I can obſerve, amounts to ſu 
this, that every one laying Claim to the Con, has plead- j 
ed a legal Right to the Succeſſion ; ſo 3 the firſt, J on 
| Stephen, Henry the fourth, eſpecially after Richard's Mu- b 
der, Ednard the fourth, Richard the third, Henry the ſe- 
venth, whether their Claim was good and juſt or no, « 
dcubtleſs the three Eſtates in Parliament, examining Matter I 
carefully and impartially, might know well enough; but 
I find that Money and the longeſt Sword made Parliament) 4 
without any Regard to their Oaths, but only for their own 
Convenience, vote and unvote any Thing, as is pasticu- 
larly evident in the latter Part of the Reign of Henry the G 
ſixth, when they voted Richard of York the right Heir of the 
Gown, and Henry only a de fallo, permiſſire King; upon 


Richard 
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eds Fall, be was the rightful! Xing again ; upon Es. 
t nad the fourth's Succeſs, Henry was an Uſsrper ; upon his 
Reftorarion by Nevil, the great Earl of Warwick, Edward, 


which was undone again upon the Defeat of Nevil, Hen- 
„ys powerful Supporter; ſuch ſteddy Guides were the Wiſ- 
as dom of the Nation, and the public Good they did, we ſhouſd 
dn; be glad to find out. While the three Henry, reign'd, and 
nt as the Date of York's Parliament determin'd, were only 
rt Kings in Poſſeſſion; yet, while they had the Sword in their 
Hands, it would have been hard to have found 4 Fudge of 


del their Cotinſel learned, ſhould have charg'd with Treaſon, 
on and prov'd them gailty of plorting againſt their Lives and 
ut Government. Cromwell had his Judges too, who could con- 
the Þ demn Engliſh Men as Traytors againſt him, tho he himſelf 

was the greateſt Traytor of all the reſt. And the Rump had 


| himſelf for Treaſon, when he only was innocent, ane 


came to the Gallows, as their unqueſtionable Due, at laſts 


| whether, if 4 King de facto, or merely T Poſſeſſion, were 
not able to protect his Judges in giving Sentence upon any 


| the King de Fare, or the rightful Heir, any of thoſe Judges 
| would think fit to condemn the reputed Traytor ? As fot 
| 2 Rule of Conſcience, it's not to be found in any human Lan; 
| Conſcience can be founded upon nothing, but an infallible 
Principle, drawn from the plain Word of God. Wheihet 

| breaking Oaths lawfully impos d, and which may be law- 
ts to fully kept, be Perpury, or not, 1 leave to any ſobet Man to 
lead- judge: Whethes Men may for-ſwear themſelves without Sin, 
tilt, ¶ on Pretence of the publick Good, I leave to them too. To 
believe that the :ajor Part of a Parliamentary Aſſembly may 


ne ſe· ¶ have very often involv'd this Nation in Perjury ſince the 

Xx no Conqueſt, is neither Felony nor Treaſon that I know of; 

attes nor can J imagine that theſe Nations would have got any 
Good in the Iime of the great Rebellion, by trans} erring their 


ment Allegiance from Charles the firſt, their natural King, to 


t o Leis the thirteenth of France, any more than they did by 


SUCU- BB transferring it to the rebellious Rump, or to the Tyrant 
xy the Cronapll, In ſhort, the belt 1 can make of all Pleas for 
- of the breaking the Obligation of lawful ee heh "ar 
por to no more than that Paſſage of: 

| „ 3 
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was again become a Rebel, a Traptor, and an LHſurper; all 


Courage enough to have acquitted that Man, whom they, by 


| their High Court of Fuſtice, who could condemn the —_ : 
| every one of them Traytors in Grain, and fome of them 


| But it would be worth while for the Gentleman to tell us, 


| charg'd with Treaſon againſt him, from the Revenge of 


e Tragedian, which is ſaid 
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thought a Man of a very tander Conſcience. 


my Deltruction of the Fewiſh Monarchy : When Charles was 


38 
to have been often in the Mouth of Julius Cæſar, when he 
ſtrain d fo hard to make himſelf the Head of the Roman Com 
mon- wealth. If Right or an Oath may be broken upon 
any Account, it muſt be for the getting of a Kingdom, in 
all other Caſes the Rules of Piety ought to be obſerd' d.; 
but Julius Ceſar, unleſs in the modern Senſe, was never 
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They were Dodtrines of this Nature, which put theſe un- 
happy Nations into a Ferment in the Beginnings of the 
great Rebellion, which levell'd the true Conſtitution of 

our Britiſh Church and State with the Ground, which de- 
thron'd and murder'd the beſt of Princes, and made the 
three Kingdoms one great Field of Blood. They were not 
the Vices or Impieties of the Sovereign, nor any Tyrann) or Cru- 
elty of his, which involv'd the Nation in ſuch unpirallell'd 
Calamities; no; his Virtues delay'd thoſe Viais of Wrath 
for a while, which were ready to have been pour'd out upon 
us, as the Life of good Joſiah, for ſome Years, kept off the 


murder d, Hell broke looſe, and accurſed Spirits converts'd 
among us, even at Noon- Day; when, in a lucid Interval, 
we came to our ſelves, God in Mercy reſtor'd our Fudges as 
at the firſt, and our Counſellors as at the Beginning; but when 
Pride, and Fulneſs of Bread, and Forgetfulneſs of that God who had 
_ doneſogreat Things for us, prevail'd again, as if we thought 
our {elves deliver d only to commit all Manner of Abominations, 
Cod left us to return to our former Follies too, and we 
are every Day paying dear for our Inadvertencies ; as the 
Few thought they found ſome of the Dult of the golden Calf 
in all their after-Sufferings, ſo we may find ſome Drops of 
the Royal Martyr's Blood in all the Evils that have ſince 
come upon us. O ! that we were wiſe, that we underſtood this, 
' that we would conſider our latter Ends, that we might purge out 
our »icked Principles, and fo renounce and abjure our ungod/yif 
and rebellious Practices, that the bitter Mourning which this 
Day now calls for, might be chang'd into cheerful Feaſt ing, 
and ſinging Praiſes to our God for his gracious turning his 
Hand upon us, and his ne out all our Droſs, and taking away 
all our Tin. It God look not thus in Mercy upon us, we cer- 
tainly periſh, we all periſh; if we will not honour bim b. do- 
ing Tuſtice, by loving Righteouſneſs, and waikins humbiy with 
Fim, he'll ſuddenly get himſelf Honour upon us in our final 
Deſtruction from his Preſence. To prevent which eftectually,f 
What I fay to you now, I ſay to all, Repent. 8 
1 eee, 
8 FINIS. 


